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Their oublick and private Life, in Ws, 


ths Chuntries of Europe where they are tole- 
"ws examined and deſcribed with Capdour.: | 


_CONTAI NING 
Many Entertaining and Tragical ger Ns; 


And the RR azons why the Britiſh Parligment, mt 
all the Virtuous of the Nation, ſhould unite in op- 


poſing the Scorch Preſbyterian Clergy's Scheme 85 
Augmentation of their Stipends. 


Wrote in a Courſe of LET TEEõ to a Man of Quality, by 
one who quitted their Society with a fair Character, — 
has ſeen and ſtudied their Conduct in moſt of the Zxre- 


| — Countries where they have a Toleration of Teach- 
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Non enim ii, aut ſcientia, aut arte divina, | : 

Sed ſuperſtitigſi vates, impudenteſque harioli, 

Aut inertes, aut inſani | 

. ſibi ſemitam non Japiunt, alteri nonſtrant vir. $ 
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"> 5 1 H E following Letters draw the Out- 
; * Hines 7 the Portrait of the Presbyterian 
5 bz > Clergy in the preſent Age, and, in my 
5 955 humble Opinion, there has not been a Pe. 
WS rd, fince their firf Appearance in the 
World, in which the Intereſt of the Engliſh Church 
and State was more deeply concerned to obſerve their 
Demarches, and examine their Looks and Aims, that 
at this 1 Time. They are now manifeſfily puſhing 
for Ingependency and Grandeur : And bow far they are 
a Body of Men who deſerve to be encouraged in ſuch Al- 
tempts by the State, I have examined in the Peſt- 
ſcript of the Leiters; and whether the Church ought to 
countenance their Ambition, I ſubmit to the Judgment 
of any impartial thinking Man, who is acquainted with 
their religious and civil Principles, and who has read 
the „ of their Conduct in this Iſland in former 


Can the Clergy, or any true Member of the Church f 
England, forget the Preſbyterians Attempts in the Reign 
of the unfortunate K. Charles I. whoſe Blood they have, 
I can ſay, without Breach of Charity, to anſwer for, to 
ſubvert their Religion, and rob them of all the Privi- 
leges of it. The Reign of that unhappy Prince is me- 
— or their E 3 to extir pate Epiſcopacy, 
and to alter our Conſtitution both in Church and State; 
neither Mitre nor Crown was Security againſt their 
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The ſad Conſequences of their Power, during the 
Uſurpation of the Scelerat Cromwel, damned, as Pope 
obſerves, to everlaſting Fame, are al this Day viſible in 
Britain. From this Spring we may trace the Enthu- 
fiaſm, Irreligion, Immoralities, and Diviſions in Opi- 
nions, which ſo much obtain in theſe Kingdoms, To 
theſe ſacrilegious Zealots, and their Predeceſſors at the 
Reformation, we may aſcribe our gamentable Ignorance 
of a great many Tranſattions of our Anceſtors, and 


memorable Pieces of Antiquity, ſacred and profane. 


What Havock they made in the Libraries of the 1 earned, 


the Repoſitories of our Antiquity, our ancient Churches, 


&c. our Hiſtorians and Antiquaries feel at this Day, 
and are not filent in complaining and exclaiming againſt 


their brutal Rage. Now, as their Principles are the 


at preſent they were then, may not wwe juſtly infer 
that they want only ſuch an Occaſion to renew theſe hor- 
rid Scenes ? 


He muſt be an intire Stranger to the Tenets, Pulpit 


Diſcourſes, &c. of Presbyterians, « ho is not per- 
ſwaded, that the Church of England is as much the 
Butt of their Wrath and Envy, as the Church of Rome, 


againſt which they are eternally venting their Spleen. 


To deſtroy the Church of England, they make no Secret 
to ſay would be to advance the Kingdom of Chriſt ; and 
ſuch of their Faith as bau ſuffered, or ſhall ſuffer, for 
attempting this, they make no Difficulty to pronounce the 
Soldiers of Chriſt, and Martyrs for his Cauſe, and 
affirm the Means uſed in ſuch an Enterprize, juſt 
and laudable, though manifeſtly inconſiſtent with all 
Laws, divine or human. This may be proved by a Va- 
riety of ſhocking Inſtances, fince the Days of Calvin. 
T heir Conduct in the Reign of the great King Charles I. 

whoſe ſteady Defence of, and Aitachment to, the 
Rights A the Church of England, contributed not a 

little to bis fatal Cataſtrophe ; and, during the Uſur- 


pation of their Patron and Hero Cromwell, is, as 1 


have already hinted, doo memorable to bs forgot by any 
who 
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obo think Epiſcopacy worthy Efleem, and preferable to 
Presbytery;, and however much they may diſguiſe their 

Sentiments at this Conjuntture of ' Affairs, when the 
Coalition is on the Tapis, the Church of England may 
depend on it, that they have only put on the Mast of 
Difſimulation, with a View to have it in their Power 
more effettually to ſtrike her the fatal Blow, which, in 
the Event of this Coalition- Project ſucceeding, they 
would moſt infallibly have; for it is a Maxim which ad- 


mits of no Contradiftion, that they, with whom we are 


at Peace, and in Alliance, have it by far more in their 

Power to hurt us, than they with aubom we are at open 

War, or whom we know to be our Enemies; the former 

we cannot, at leaſt ought not, to ſuſpect to have an In- 

tention to injure us; but we are inexcuſable, if we al- 
low-ourſelves to be ſurprized by the latter; for, as they. 

are our open Enemies, it is our Buſineſs ſtill io be pre- 

pared to oppoſe their Attempts, and fruſtrate their De- 
ſigns of our Ruin. *. 
TI know this Coalition is urged as the Means to ſettle 
Peace and Harmony in the Church of this Nation, a. 
Thing to be wiſhed for by every ſincere virtuous Man; 
but that it will have this Effet, does not at all appear 
probable, yea, ſeems almoſt impoſſible, if we conſider the 
different Principles, Genius's, and Intereſis of the Par- 
ties und, as the only Way of judging of future Events 
in ſuch a Caſe, argue from what is paſt, to what is to 
come. If the Church of England ſhall yield ſome of her 
preſent Tenets and Privileges, it is to be feared ſbe will 
be robbed of others ſhe reſerves ; for it is commonly ob- 
ſerved in ſuch Caſes, when an Inch is given, a Span is 
taken, and the very Party ſhe has to d:al with, verified 
this Proverb to the ſad Experience of King Charles I. 
whoſe too liberal Conceſſions they rewarded, by ſtripping 

him of the whole royal Prerogative. | 

In ſhort, this Coalition may prove, yea, has all the 
Appearance of being as fatal to the Church of England, 
as the Saxon Alliance was ts the Engliſh Nalion in 
; | | general, 
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[vi] 
general, The Engliſh have always been remarkably un. 
lucky in their Alliances, and in making Alterations in 
their Conſtitution and Government. Dutch Guards 
bave been ſeen filling the Ports at St. James's, and 
Prebyterian Parſons may as peſſibly be Jeen profeſſing the 
Biſhepricks of Canterbury, London, &c. They who 
can baue ſo great Influence on the Laity, as io com. 
mand their Purſes, and engage them to ſacrifice the Tims 
they ought to employ in providing for the Neceſſaries of 
Life for themſelves aud Families, to hear their Cant, 
will, it is ſcarce to be doubled, be able to induce them to 
venture their Lives, in Support of what their Ambi- 


tion and Zeal will attempt; and u bo is not ſenſible, that 


a fat Biſhoprick will be a greater Temptation to them to 
exerciſe their Wind-pipe, than two Pence per Week 
from every Houſe-keeper in their Audience? We need 
not take a Trip to France, to ſearch the Records of the 
Maſſacres, their Ambition and turbulent Spirit occa- 


Aoned in that Kingdom, The Hiſtory of the Affairs of 


our own Land, not many Years ago, gives us Inſtances 
ſufficient for the Purpoſe. The Influence of the Scotch 
Presbyterian Clergy, manifeſted itſelf ſurprizingly in the 
Afﬀair at Bothwell B—gs, and that of the Solemn 
League and Covenant, not to mention what appears in 
the Army of the Uſurper Cromwell; the Grandeur and 
Independency they then aimed at, they are-now again 
puſhing for, as is evident ſrom their Scheme of Aug men- 
tation of Stipends, which I cannot help thinking the 
Clergy of the Church of England, Sc. have as much 
Reaſon to oppeſe, as they have the Coalition; for 1b 

otland may ſeem to be ſo little connected with Eng- 
land, (and Numbers of Scotſmen will ſay what à cer-. 
tain great Man and profound Politician ſaid of the 
Diſtinction made between the King of England and 
Elector of Hanover, that it were to be wiſhed the 
Connection was not ſa great, or the Diſtinftion more 
real) that Alleralions of that Kind in it cannot affe the 
Engliſh Oeconomy : Yet, on more mature Thoughts and 


Reflection, 


| [ vii 
Reflection, it will, I dare ſay, appear, that whatever 
tends to ftrengthen the Presbyterian Party in Scotland, 
equally invigorates the Church of England's Boſom Ene. 
my, I mean the Presbyterians in England. Are nor 
Scotch and Engliſh Presbyterians united in Principle? 
And does not this oblige them 10 aſſiſt, totis Viribus, 
each other in the common Cauſe ? Now, ſhould the Party 
in England, which is far from being inconjiderable, find 
they had a powerful Ally fo near as Scotland, they 


| would, it is ſcarce to be doubted, more openly puſh on the 


Deſign they have, ſince their firſt Riſe, been forming. 
viz. of extirpating Ep ſcopary. Befides Fanatacy, which 
is their diſtinguiſhing Mark, is like the Plague, it ſpreads 
itſelf mightily, and the River of Separation betwixt 
England and Scotland is too narrow to binder it Paſ- 
ſage. Now, conſiſtently with true Religion, which is 
an Enemy to all Fanalicks, and ſuch baſe Practices as 
I have proved them guilty of in the following Lztters, 
and with the Engliſh epiſcopal Profeſſion, the Clergy of 
the Cburch of England, and every one of ber Adherents, 
ought to oppoſe every Step that is made to aggrandize this 
Party, for if they lob on their own Stheme of Religion 
as the only true one, which in Charity we muſt ſuppoſe, 
they ought to do their utmoſt to ſuppreſs every other Cy ia 
tem; and where more proper to ſtop the Stream than 
the Source? © oe 
In fine, I am perſwaded, that on an impartial and 
narrow Inſpeftion into the Charafters and Views of this 
Patty, not only every Man who Profeſſtb himſelf a 
Member of the Church of England, but likewiſe every 
virtuous Man, every one who loves and wiſhes for Peace 
and Harmony in Church and State, will find it bis 
Buſineſs to exert himſelf in Oppoſition to thoſe viſible am- 
bitious Views, and ſhrewd Deſigns of Presbylery, as the 


only Way to prevent this Nation becoming a Scene of 


inteſtine War and bloody Perſecution, and will join me 
in exborting both Church and State, in the Words of 
the Poet. 
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Principiis obſta: ſero medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas convaluere mor 


 — D}=-  Moradat vires.— — | 


Et validas ſegetes quæ fuit herba, facit. 
Ov. Rem. i. 


Helliborem fruſtra, cum jam cutis ægra tume- 
bit. | . | | 

Poſſcentes videas, venienti occurrite morbo. 
Pers. 0 Sat. il, 


Reſiſ at firſt ; for Help in vain we pray, 

When Ills have gain'd full Strength, by long Delay, 
Delay gives Strength, the tender bleeded Grain 
Shot up to Stalk can ſtand the Wind and Rain. 
Stop the Diſeaſe in Time ; for when within 

The Dropyy rages, and extends the Skin z 

In vain for Hellebore the Patient cries, 


Dzrypen. 
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AGE 16. line 10. for Caſes, read Cauſes. p. 17. 1, 24. for 
Offices, read Officers. p. 18. I. 30. read and auben. p. 19 


25. for in, read ws. I. 26. dele To. p. 21. I. 25. for proficit, reed | 


ofuit, |. 26. for eridiſſe, read erixi/je. p. 24. I. 4. read 
e of Mankind. 4 read of wh Words 4 by I. 20 
for Subjecb, read Subſetts. I. 30 for rationably, Ratianality. 
b. 37. l. J. for Span, read Spare. p. 39. 1. 28. for Mauſe, read 
Manje. p. 84. 1. 8. for nolour, read notour. p. Bg. I. 30. read 
ebliged. p. 89.1. 16. for command, read commend. p. 92. 1. 2. for 
Pariſboner, read Pariſien. p. 96. I. 2, for Tribe, read Bribe, p. gg. 
d. 23. for Efech, read Efforts. p. 100. I. 5. for ib. 2. read 3s. xi. 
p. 108. I. 25. for Presbyterian, read Presbytery. p. 104. ). 32. after 
Scotland, read who, p. 107. 1. 6. for Loblentz, read Coblems. 1, 15, 
for went to Bed, read were in Bed. I. 17. dele but. p. 120. 1. 7, read 
Os G1, I 16, read and Supt, p. 125. l. 13. dele or. P- 126. 
16. for wentes, read vent is. f | 
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LETTER L 


My Lox, 


Ron OTHING but a 5 De- 
ſire of pleaſing your Lordſhip, to 
whom I lie under the higheſt 
Obligations of Friendſhip and Gra- 
titude, could have induced me to 
conſent to a Publication of the Letters I 
have wrote you on the Conduct of the Preſ- 
byterian Clergy, which you have fo fre- 
tly urged me to, both in the Courſe of the 
— ] have had the Honour of with 
your L—p, Tete a Tete, and in the ſeveral 
B Letters 


"1 £4, IB 
Letters you have done me the Honour to write 
to me ſince the finiſhing of our Correſpondence | 
on the Character of Presbytery. 

It is, my Lord, I confeſs, indiſputably true, 
as you obſerve, that to detect 'Villainy, or 
Wickedneſs, a Man ought need no Spur. Man 
Is a ſocial Creature, and conſidered as ſuch, the 
Good of Society ought to be his Study; and, as 
Roguety, or Vice of Whatever Kind, is incon- 
ſiſtent with this Good, and when it prevails 
in Society undiſcovered, muſt in Time prove 
its Bane and total Overthrow, ſo it ought to be 
the Care of every Man to do his utmoſt to bring 
the Actors to Light, and prevent ſo diſmal a 
Cataſtrophe. This, I confeſs, is à Motive 
worthy every great Mind to act upon; and 
however far ſelf may be concerned in ſuch Ac- 
tions, I cannot help ranking them with the He- 
foick; and I am conſcious, that on all Occa- 
fions, where I could foreſee the ſmalleſt Proba- 
bility of Succeſs, I have not failed to exert my- 
ſelf to this Purpoſe ; but, with Regret I men- 
tion it : During the Time 1 was in the Dey 
terian Society, and Candidate for being a pato 
chial Paſtor, I had but ſmall Succeſs to felicitate 
myſelf upon; though I dare venture to affirm, 
thefe is: not a Society, religious or civil, in Eu- 
rope, here more Wickedneſs is maſked up 
than in that of the Preſbyterian Clergy, as my 
Letters to your Lordſhip on that Point pretty 
clearly prove; but I am not at all ſurpriſed of 
my poor Endcavours proving in vain, as nothing 


elle could be expected, ann giving an entire 
; Defeat, 
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Defeat, a Plate tollture to the moſt powerful 
Enemies to Truth and Conviction that can be 


| mee Prejudice of Dag worldly In- 
r 


ter, Te orance, and her Daughter” Enthufiaſm, 

ercome theſe is no "ay Matter, the 
Ski ill and moſt refitied Reaſonings of the preateſt 
Phileſo ers have frequently been nonplus'd by 
one of theſe O pponents; ahd when they are 
united, they olim a Bulwark ſcafce” to be de- 
ſtroped but 0 Omn otence itſelf, as the Hi- 
ſtory of Fe Us abundantly proves; my Pen is 
therefore, my Lord, to be ſure, too feeble to 
Kae what has Rood immoveable to the 

i 


natcated t to 1 yopr Ear lp, and uſhered i in. with 
Ic Aber 1 perience, Will be call. 


mow N 8 the is wal what is 1 Fet 8 855 
on in anathematizing the Author eren 
x the. Child of Satan, and invoking 
en geahce- of, eaveti to fall on him, 5 
wick their uſhal Modeſty, they will "lift up 
their Harids to Heaven, and with a Flood of 
h ypocritica] Tears, returh Thanks to C od. for. 
the Perſecution, and for. his Love to em in 
miking them have "a; Reſemblance to 7 gas, 
who. was perſecuted and reviled for ee 
neſs Sake. All the Bleſſings of the Goſpel they 
will apply to themlelves, white I, in at duland 
we poffibly in one Sunday. Will be de- 
ti, " B2 | ſeribed 


(4) 
ſcribed as one of the vileſt of Mortals, and de- 
clared reprobate from the Foundation of the 
World: They will place me without the Verge 
of the Mercies of the Omnipotent, and fix my 
Habitation, through Eternity, in the Lake that 
e. with Fire and Brimſtone, 55 wy 
zmployment will be weeping and gnaſhing 
Teeth, d How diſmal WE ho# Errible a 
Proſpe& | But how happy is it they cannot exe- 
cute the Sentence they pronounce ; the Em- 
re of Pluto would be too narrow. far their 
Condemned, and Heayen be the Refidence of 
onlya fewPresbyterians, Company your Lordſhip 
and I have hitherto fo little admired, that, I 
am afraid, was this to be true, we would think 
ourſelves unhappy even in that Place, which is 
painted as the Seat of all ſolid Pleaſures and 
3983 It is true indeed, they ſay they are 
to become new Creatures; but to {peak in their 
own Stile, the old Man has had, I am afraid, fa 
long Poſſeſſion, that the preſent Set of P—n 
C-—y in the Extent of human Life at this 
Day, woyld not have Time to diſlodge him, and 
Miracles, and Twinkling of an Eye Reforma- 
tions, are rare, Thus, my Lord, by gratify- 
ing you, I ſhall incur theſe dreadful Sentences : 
Their Pulpits will found with Invectives, and 
the Air be filled with Exclamations againſt me, 
I ſhall be named the Meſſenger of Satan ſent to 
buffet them; and they will implore the Divinity 
to clothe them - with the Shield of Faith and 
Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs Armour they 
pretend hereditary to them, and which has an 
Ts ſerv 
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| Courage 


(3: 
ſerved them invuloerable by the Darty of the 
Devil, Antichrist, i. e, P 8 —— 
the Scotch will fay, the of E 
ſupported by Charks the Fil What: . 
Bring s are theſe I'm to provoke to War! Ie thei? 
Deeds were to be meaſured by their Words, the 

of an Achilles, , the Wiſdom and. 
military Skill of an Ulyſſes, would be an unequal 
Match for them in the Field; But I know. 
them, I was once among them, and am not 
afraid of the Weapons of their Warfare. 
Narrative i is Truth founded on Experience ar 

fenfive Wea n; and muſter up 

all their N and Courage, and arm them- 
ſelves with two-edged Swords, and their Coven 
nant as a Helmet, I will net be in the leaſt 


afraid, but deſpiſe them 81 would an On 1 in 
4 Lion 8 Sin. 


Pure Innocence and Truth aro my Defence. 
From Presbyterian Darts and E 
Their Fray n will not be heard : God ove 


2 — 
ypocrify ſhould come to Liga. 


deliquzt decef . 
= te, Gage, yoo þ ſe & protered 


3 may be bold, and vindicate e, ns 
ſpeak out confidently. 5 
I have now, my Lord, laid befare you, 
the Dangers 1 expoſe myſelf to, * * 
dulging your Lordſhip in conſenting to — 


&y 
Publication ef the 1570 1. base . ad 5 
Honour of writing * b on the _Cohdu 
of the Preſbyterian” Clerg 11 yin.  pbblick 
and, private Life; a 45 1 eade to 
aſſure you, chat the Ge of obliging 
your Lordſhip, 'olves me more real Pleaſure 
_ Milling” "» Preshyteriah . Woes des would 
ain; befides, 1 am ho ful the, Performanc 
ſhall not only cotittibute to procure : a Ai aj 
— to the Scotch PH Cy--y's 
G entation of Stipend; bu 10 far 775 
viceable to Mankind, a to prevents theſe Wolves 


are yet witHout their Clutches ; and þ 

may dart in a Beat of Lig ht into the Minds 
of { dome unhar Yee Abo iht 1 55 may have 
by their Artj gate and blind 

Reber their ant „In Pecepts and C Logue 
If ſuch a lucky Event ſhould happeti, it woul 
give me the higheſt Joy, and: I hould thinklI 
had done mot Service to Religion in my few 
Shocts than: Caluum in is Folios of Inſtitutions': 
But Events of this Nature are mighty uncer- 


tain ; ahd therefore: 4'Thall:noty flatter myſelf 


with any ſuch Pro Fot ſuchꝭ is the- Na- 


ture of Man that though het is cafily. pte poſ- 
ſeſſed in Fayout of a Thing, yet it is with the 


utmagſt-Pifficulty and Pain he lis 8 bf 


the Attachment. „ Ne ing N 
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This is, without £87... eat Weakneſs in 
our Natures; for why Mould we be ſooner at- 
tached to. any thing in Nature, than diſengaged 
from it, if the Reaſons pro and con. are equal, 
we are at Liberty to chuſe either Side; but if 
they are ſtronger,on. than, on the other, 
the ſtrongeſt” ought to have the Preference, 
otherwiſe we forfeit in that rr e Cha- | 
racer of rational Creatures. 

I fay,: my Lord, I don't at all pride mykelf 
with Hopes of my Performance having ſuch 
Succeſs : It is by no means calculated for mak- 
ing a Reformation, though at the ſame time 
there is no phyſical Impoſſibility of its doing 
ſomething in that Way. Weak Cauſes have 
oftentimes been ſecn to produce great Effects; 
and ſhould any ſuch. Fate attend the following 
Letters, the Glory will entirely: devolve on your 
Lordſhip, as being the original, Cauſe of their 
Exiſtence in Writing or Print; and J ſhall have 
the Satisfaction of having by Accident contri- 
buted to it, and meantime I have the Oppor- 
tunity of convincing you how ready I am to 
teſtify the Senſe I have of my Obligations, and 
with what Attachment I have the Honour to 


be, 
1 My Lor d, 
9. * Your Lordſhip's, &. 
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My Lox, : 2 5 | 
'T H E Conduct of the Presbyterlan Cletgy 
in publick and private Life opens a Scene 
of Proſpects not to be met with in all the 
Wandrings of Te/emachus, the Travels of Cy- 
rus, or the ſurpriſing Sights of Gulliver. Hu- 
man Nature is there to be ſeen in Fortne not to 
be found in theſe Writings; nor fearce in any 
Authors 1 have had an Opportunity of reading. 
There are there Scenes ſofficiently tragical to 
melt into Compaſſion the Soul of a Nero, and 
draw Tears from the Eyes of the groſſeſt Bar- 
barian ; and others ludicrous and pleaſant 
to command into a good Humour, a 
| Temper as naturally four and moroſe as that of 
—— Your Lordſhip knows I have not 
confined my Travels to Britain; but Iacknow- 
ledge, that in the many different Countries I 
have been in, and the Variety of Scenes of Life 
I have ſeen, I never was preſented with fuch 
Views as I have been from the Pulpit and Clo- 
ſet, &c. of theſe Men I now propoſe to un- 
maſk, I have had the Opportunity of *. 
acquainted with them, not only in Scotland, 


where I drew my firſt Breath, and where I was 
| ſome 


Dy 
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ſome time in their Society; but in England, 
Poland, Hungaty, High and Low Germany, 
Switzerland, and Holland: And I could ob- 
ſer ve ſuch a near Affinity and Congruity of 
Principles and Practices to ſubſiſt with them in 
each of theſe Countries, as to make me con- 
clude, that the mpoſition of the Hands of 
Prebytery entails on its Conſtituents an Uni- 
formity of Thoughts and Actions, of which 
the reſt of Mankind ſeem ignorant, at leaſt in 
as far as ever I could learn from Reading and 
Obſervation. I don't propoſe theſe Aſſertions 
ſhould paſs with your Lordſhip, Gratis dit- 
tum; my Deſign is to give you the Reaſons on 
which they are founded; and to ſay nothing on 
this Subject, I have now under Confideration, 

without giving you my Cauſa Scientiæ. I (hall 
begin with a Detail of what 1 know of the 
Presbyterian Teachers publick Life in Scotland, 

and conclude with ſhewing the Analogy be- 
twixt them and their Brethren in the above- 
mentioned Countries. The former I am beſt 
and moſt thoroughly acquainted with, and 
therefore ſhall expoſe them as a Mirror, wherein 
your Lordſhip may ſee the true Features of the 
whole Se&: Firſt then, as to their publick 
Lite; if one was to form an Idea of it from 
their own Account of it, he would find it con- 
fiſted in preaching Chr:/?, inſtructing the Ig- 
norant, viſiting and comforting the Sick and 
Diſconſolate, and relieving the Indigencies of 
the Poor: In ſhort, he would be made believe, 
that the Life and Miniſtry of Feſus, that 2 

an 


(w) 
and divine Inſtructor of Mankind, was exactly 
copied by them; and all the Inſtructions given 
by him and his Apoſtles, with regard to the 
Buſineſs of a Clergyman, obſerved with the 
utmoſt Care and Exactneſs. I fay, if their 
own Teſtimony was to be admitted, this would 
be found their Buſineſs in publick Life ; but 
how widely different will it appear to one who 
will be at the Pains to attend their Sermons 
and catechizing Diets, to accompany them in 
their Viſits to.the Families of their Pariſh, to 
the Beds of the Sick and Dying, to the Cham- 
bers of the Afflicted, or Retirement of a diſ- 
conſolate Widow, and to the Cottages of the 
Poor ; he will there ſee none of theſe worthy 
Offices they pretendto be employed inexerciſed; 
but their very Oppoſites ated before him; 
and all this Piece of Self- contradiction carried 
on without a Bluſh, and with the Air of the 
greateſt Sincerity and Truth. Their Employ- 
ment in the Pulpit, fay they, is preaching 
Chrift, which I preſume every fincere and ra- 
tional Inquirer will allow to confiſt in nothing 
other than in preaching the DoEtrines and Pre- 
cepts which that divine Preacher of Chriſtianity 
and Virtue cleared up and inculcated on the 
Minds of his Hearers in his publick and private 
Diſcourſes, and by the whole Tenor of his Con- 
duct from the Beginning of his Miniſtry, to his 
Aſcent and Return, to his heavenly Father ; 
and which afterwards, by the Mouth and Pen 
of his Apoſtles, accompanied by the Arm of 
Heaven, and all the Evidence of Truth neceſ- 
fary 
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ary to convince moral Beings, were declared 
and publiſhed to the World, and of which, at 
this Day, we have a moral Certainty of having 
authentick Copies. I fay, I dare venture to af- 
firm, all impartial and judicious Examiners will 
grant this to be the only natural and true Mean- 
ing theſe Words, preaching Chriſt, are capable 
of; but was this Expoſition to drop from the 
Mouth of one of the Clergy in the Kirk of 
Scotland, his Brethren would declare him he- 
trodox and a Schiſmatick, having departed 
from the Faith of their Covenant ; he would 
be branded with the Character of a moral 
Preacher, which is odious in their Eyes, and 


4 his Doctrine be declared diametrically oppoſite 
> to that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. St. Paul's 
4 Anathema againſt ſuch Preachers would not 
; ſuffice for his Sentence; Hell itſelf, according 
; to their own Repreſentation of it, would want 
] Scenes ſufficiently tragical for his future Puniſh- 
4 ment, and Excommunication, Depoſition, os - 
q Suſpenſion, The only Penalties in their Power 
to inflict, would be thought by far too flight 


for his Chaſtiſement in this preſent World. To 
| preach Chriſt, in their Senſe of the Phraſe, im- 
| plies diſcourſing on all the ſpeculative and myſ- 
tical Accounts of Chriſt given in the Old and 
New Teſtament, in explaining the Myſtery of 
his Incaration and Divinity, his Employment 
and Entertainment with God from Eternity ta 
the Creation of the World, and his Conduct 
from that Period to the Chriſtian ZEra, his 
Contract and Marriage with their Kirk his only 


2 Bride, 
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Bride, and the rapturous Strains of Love ſhe 


addreſſes Him, and the Manner in Which they 
ſpend their nuptia Night ſpoke of, they ſay, 
in the Book of Canticles. It imports, accord- 
ing to theit Opinions, preaching on, and ſet- 
ling and explaining the Decrees of God, and 
the Nature and Objects of his Election and 
Reprobation, affirming, that the Practice of 
Viriwe has no Share in recommending Man to 
the Favour of God, or qualifying him for Hea- 
ven ; but that this is only attainable by the Im- 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, received by 
a Faith ſupernatural, and, I may add, unintel- 
ligible; Fn that Chriſt's original Deſign and 

hole Undertaking and Buſineſs on Earth was 
the Salvation of a few elect Prefbyterians, Veſ- 
{ﬆ; o Honour choſen out of the reſt of Man- 
kind, as early as the Scheme of the Creation 
fiibliſted in the divine Mind, and proving the 
Remainder of Adam's Poſterity to be Veſſels of 
Wrath and Diſhonour defigned from all Eter- 
nity, foreverlaſting Miſery, and the Exercite of 
Almighty, to ſpeak in their Stile, vindictive 


Juſtice, placed in the Syſtem of human Beings, 
with a View of exerting elect Presbyterians to 


zratelul Acknowledgments to God for his ſu- 
erlative Love towards them, to that of ſo in- 
comparable 4 ſuperior Number of the pros 


ir Opinion, conſiſts in wor hs that the 
urch of Rome is the Whore of Babylon ſpoke 

of in the Revelations of St. ohn the Divine; 
ad Wat all the monſtrous | cafts in DaniePs 
Viſions 


| tir Opi But above all, pteaching Chriſt, 


(13) 
Vifionsare. to be underſtood: as prophetick Re- 
preſentations of Popery; and in bringing Chriſt 
into the Field of Battle with this abominable 
Whore ; and after ſeveral Defeats, at laſt declar- 
ing him Conqueror, taking her and her Follows 
ers Priſoners, and ſending them to Dungeons of 
Miſery, great beyond the Power of Words to 
expreſs; The pacifick and benevolent Fs 
muſt be reprefented as a Warrior, fighting their 
Battles, and deſtroying all their Enemies, en 
out one ſingle Inſtance of Mercy. 
When the Chevalier was in Scotland, au 
bis Affairs were ſo far on the Decline, that 
there vras a moral Certainty of his Undertakin 
proving abortive, it was accotitited preathi 
Cbriſt to deſcribe him and his Army to be the 
Accompliſhment of the Viſion of the Beuſt in 
the xitith Chapter of the Revelations," making 
War on them the Saints of God, and the Duke 
of Cumberland to be the Angel mentioned in 
the xivth Chapter; with a great many othet 
Epithets ſo inapplicable to a human Creature, 
that, I am perſwaded, had a Few heard them, 
he'would have thought they ſpoke of his Meſs 
fiah.. In fine, 'reonfiſts in e. in 4— preaching 
on ſuch Subjects of the facred Hiſtory, as are above 
human Comprehenſion, which, as Mr. Pope 
obſerved, all: wiſe Preachers chuſe to let alone, 
bewildering themſelves in attempt ing to explain 
what Heaven ſeems to have veiled from our Un- 
f and in no wiſe connected With 
dur Duty; and in having ſuch a Vivacity of 
Invention, a to ſhew ſome” Part of the Cha- 


ractet 
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racer and Bufineſs of the Meſſiah, couched 
under every: Verſe of holy Writ: This is the 
main Characteriſtic of a Goſpel-preacher ; and 
your Lordſhip would be ſurpriſed at the Ferti- 
lity of their Genius in this Point. I ſhall trouble 
you with two Inſtances of this Kind, which I 
was Witneſs to, and which proceeded from the 
Mouth of a Man, who, from his firſt Appear- 
ance in the Pulpit, which is upwards of thirty- 
three Years ago, to this Day; has paſſed as a 
matchleſs Preacher of (hrift in the Senſe all 
true blue Presbytcrian Teachers put on that 
Nie... 

In the North of Scotland is the Reſidence of 
this great Champion of Preſbyterian Eloquence 
and Orthodoxy ; and as about ſever Years ago, 
I happened to be in that Corner of the Country, 
I went. in Company. with another of my Cha- 
racter to viſit him, on a Saturday Afternoon, 
an improper Time to wait on ſuch Men, but 
Probationers and Students in Divinity are ex- 
cuſable; we were received with Abundance of 
Politeſſe, and paſſed the Evening pretty agree- 
ably: The Converſation of the holy Father was 
a Mixture of Bawdy, Sallies of Wit, and en- 
thuſiaſtical Expreſſions of his Thoughts on 
Religion; with heavy Criticiſms on the Church 
of; Kome and England, &c. and the Part my 
Comrade and I acted was ſometimes to ſmile, 
at other Times to ſignify by a Groan, that we 
were affected with what he ſaid, and next Mo- 
ment break our Silence, with Sir, it it, alas, tos 
true, In ſhort, we ſtudied to pleaſe him in 
wc; every 


(15) 
every Thing we did or ſaid; and none of us 
were Novices at the Trade. My Comrade 
went away a little before Supper, and left me 
quite unhappy with the Thoughts of being 
teazed with fo diſagreeable a Converſation, as I 
began to foreſee would happen. Prayers were 
not finiſhed till within a few Minutes of Ten 
o'Clock ; and I being a little fatizued with the 
Journey, and to get rid of my Landlord's Chat, 
begged to be excuſed from fitting. late; and 
therefore, about half an Hour after Ten, I was 
lighted to my Bedchamber by the reverend Fa- 
ther, whom I could not diſſwade, by all my 
Rhetorick, from that Trouble. He drew in a 
Chair to the Corner of the Chimney, and fat 
down, when I was expecting he was to bid me 
good-night; and without any Preamble, ad- 
drefled me thus, © Good Sir, what think you 
of that energetical and typical Expreſſion of the 
holy David, P/al. xcvii. 1. The Lord reigneth, 
let the Earth rejoice, let the Multitude of the 
es be glad thereof; and concluded with a 
um and deep Sigh. I was a good deal ſurpriſed 
at this Queſtion; and, as I was a Stranger to 
him, thought this abrupt catechizing of me a 
little impertinent, and was almoſt tempted to 
ive him to underſtand as much by my Anſwer; 
but the bad Conſequences that might have at- 
tended this, ſo quickly occurred to my Mind, 
that I found it would be better to anſwer him 
with Civility; and therefore I made him the 
following Reply. Sir, I think the Thought 
and Inference of the Pſalmiſt moſt" juſt god ra- 
tional. 
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tional, "Nothing ſure can give | Grounds of 


ome Tranquility and Happineſs to moral 
ings, than a Senſe of their acting in a Sphere 
which is under the Rule and Cognizance of 
the moſt wiſe, juſt, and merciful of Beings, 


Gos. In the Midſt of the greateſt Misfortunes, 
and apparent Eyvils, this Confideration has E- 


nergy enough to ſooth the human Mind, and 
fortity it againſt their Impreflions; as, what- 
ever he does, or permits by ſecond Caſes, muſt 
be right, and the Whole confidered, productive of 


the greateſt Good. And with regard to the inani- 


mate and irrational World, nothing can be more 
to its Advantage, than beingunder the Eye, Care, 
and Direction of infinite Wiſdom, who loves 
Order, and will not allow its Beauty to be de- 
faced, or his original Deſign of it to be fruſ- 
trated, Thus, to uſe the Pſalmiſt's Words; 


All Nature bas Reaſon to rejoice, that God 


reigneth; for though Clouds and Darkneſs are 
round about him, Righteouſneſs and Fudgment 
are the Habitation of his Throne,” My reve- 
rend Landlord ſeemed impatient to interrupt 
me; and I could obſerve from his Countenance 


my Sentiments on the Text by no Means pleaſ- 


ed him; for as the Poet obſerves, 


Deprondas animi tormenta latentis in agro 
_ Corpore, deprendas et gaudia: ſumit utrumgue 
"" Indebabitum facies. Jo v. Sat. 


Wen we ae touch'd by ſome important Ill, 
Ho; vaialy Sienee would our Grief conceal. 
Enel. aha SOLTOW 
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This Maxim beld t. ive wi 11285 ſoon 
found. his nomy was a juſt Interpreter o 
bis eee ſoon as I had done ſpea 
ing, be addreſſed me as follows: 4“ Great is the 
My ſtery of Godligeſs. The ang, M re- 
ceiyeth not the Things that are of God, th 54 
are hid from his Eyes. May the Lord | open the 
Eyes of your Underſtanding, that) 70; May ber 
= the Wonders of his Law. That Text? 

1 of the ae Ki ngdom 4 

r he Lord reigneth, that 5 eſus is 
5 of. the Church and Ele; "7 ſhe 
and they ber Members may lift up their Heads 
and Hearts, and tejoice at the Pane Ge.“ 
He continued ſpeaking to this about 
fifteen, Minutes, when, as I obſery Ap- 


ace, of his coming to an End, I opp 
54, by ; ſaying, | Sir, theſe © are, Truths 


1 hall not diſpute, with you, but. cannot ſee 
them. naturally 1 in that Text.“ 25 ere he cut 
me ſhort, with a Groan, and t eſe Words: 


& Sir, you cannot pick me out © xt in 
Old or New Teſtament where 1 I th: e 9 — 


Chriſt and bis Officers implied in it.“ 1 

ſwered, That he had Ent me ſuch an a _ 
« Specimen, of his Abilitics that Wax, that I 
did not doubt of the Truth of 2— be aid: 
er, as it was now One o Clock, 1 begged 
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he would delay what further he had to ſay on 
ubje 


that, and the £ we had been ſpeaking on 
till another Occaſion,” Upon this, with 1 
— Look, In aroſe from his Chair, and af- 
ter wiſhing me bon Repos retired. Sic me 
vavit Apollo. 4: lth er. 
Being now eli cred from my Tormentor, 
I made all poffible Diſpatch to undreſs and get 
in Bed, w' ere I imagined T would not be long 
before 1 was aſleep ; but I foon found out my 
Miſtake, all my Efforts to baniſh from my 
Mind the Oddity of his Conduct proved un- 
ſuccesful, and conſequently all Proſpect of Sleep 
diſappeared. Our Minds are naturally fond 
of what is ſingular and new, and our Imagina- 
tions and Thoughts purſue it with wondetful 
Keenneſs ; and when both theſe Powers ate 


deeply engaged, Experience teaches it is in vain 
for Sleep to attempt her Province. I could not 


command | the ſmalleſt Slumber till about Six 


o'Clock, hen my Mind, ſeeming ſurfeited 
with her Night's Exerciſe, permitted my Eye. 
lids to cloſe ; but I was not allowed much of 
this Reffelhient; for half an Hour aſter Eight, 
the Maid coming i in to put on a Fire, awaked 
me; and telling me the ſecond Bell was rung, 
and Breakfaſt on the Table, I was obliged to 
get up, andl before I was drefled, my Landlord 
was in my Room, making me the Compliments 
of : Morning. We went down Stairs to Bteak- 
faſt, and we had done, and Prayers were over, 


The fog. Holy Man went to Ko, and his 
7 Wiſe 


2. — 4 
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Wife and I came in when he was about the 
Middle of the firſt Prayer; and I found him in 
Metaphors far above my Comprehenſion u hich 
gave me a Notion of the Entertainment I 
would have that Forenoon. After Prayer; he 
read for Subject of Lectute, E/ lx. upp 
with the Inſcription ; and bis Expoſition 
Application were fo fingular that-I wrote them 
down, and have the Manuſcript now | 
before me, and your Lordſhip ſhall have the 
Curiofity, Puris Naturalibus. The Phlm 
is inſeribed to the chief Muſician, upon 
Shuſban Edulb Michlam of David, &c. and 
the Goſpeller began to explain it, as follows: 
« My Friends, the holy Man David inſcribes 
this Pſalm to the chief Muſician on Sbuſban 
Edulb. Theſe Words are highly fignificant; 
the chief Mufician is Fefus ; he is the Chief 
among ten thouſand, the more ſkilled Mu- 
cian ; his Muſick is ſweet, and makes all the 
Daughters of Zion, and the true Elect, dance 
for Joy, and the Inftrument he makes uſe of is 
Shuſhan Edulb, which ſignifies a twelve-ſtring- 
ed Inftrument, and is highly typical, pointing 
out the Twelve Apoſtles, and conſequently, in 
their true Succeſſots, as the Watchmen of 
Cbriſt's Feruſalem. We are now the Shuſhan 
Edulb, the twelve-ftring'd Inſtrament on 
which 'Feſus the chief Muſician plays his en- 
chanting Songs. — Michlam of David; Mich- 
lam ſignifies, in the Original, a Memorial, 
wrote in indelible Characters, and is highly 

__ D 2 typical 


W, - we "1 CY — nd Beni » r — 4: a n * "ay" 5d. 
. 


(20) 
ty cal 3 it repreſent the Breaſt-plate of Chri s 
Nie hteouſneſs, - on which the Names of: ys 
Elea are wrote with his Blood, Ink that will 
not loſe the Colour, and with the Pen of his 
Love, whoſe. Impreſſion will never wear out.“ 
Theſe, my Lord, are his very Words, and the 


Whole of his Lecture was of a Piece. Among 


the Multitude of uncommon. Phraſes in his 
Prayers, this was one I thought really ſingular. 
% O-chief Muſician, we inſcribe our Songs and 
Melody to thee; help thy Pecp!e to put . their 
Fingers and Hearts upon Shuſhan Edulb, and 
ſound thy Praiſes. Write our Names on. Mich- 


lam, and bring us within the Savour of. the 


chief Muſician's Sacrifice.” Theſe Ex preſſions 
ſeemed ſo much to touch the Paſlions. of bis 


Flock, that he was ſtopp'd from proceeding 
upwards of a Minute, by their united Groans 


and Petitions, of Lord Jeſus, thou chief 


Muſician, grant it, hear him, hear him, O 
Chrift ” This Inſtance of N Ignos 
nrance, and Credulity, in theſe deluded People, 


ſo melted my Soul into Grief and Compaſſion, 


that I could not refrain accompanying them in 
a Groan; and, tho? I could not in their Petitions, 
did with all the Earneſtneſs my Soul was ca- 
e of, ſend up an — Prayer to the 
ather of Lights, for Light to their Under. 
— and Conviction of the Impoſture 
and Impoſtor. What a ſtrange contradi 
Creature is Man | be calls himſelf a rational 
Gs and yet in Things moſt worthy the 
Employ- 
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Employment of his Reaſon, he never conſults 
it; but allows himſelf. to be carried away by a 
blind Zeal; a Zcal, as one of the Apoſtles ex- 
preſſes it, wit 
true Happineſs is molt nearly — makes 
there oftentimes the molt ſuper 
Brutes are excuſable for na heya cau = by 
cencealed in the Objects of Their A — 
Senſes; but it is unworthy and — 
in Man, who is dignified with a Faculty, 
which, if maturely and impartially conſulted, 
is able to diſcover theſe Diſguiſes, to be en- 
trapped or hooked in ſuch a Manner; but, 


with Regret I mention it, innumerable are the 


Inſtances of ſuch Folly and Inadvertency in him. 


How many are there in the World who call 


themſelves rational Creatures, while their Con- 
duct gives them the Lye, and pronounces them 
— to the brute Creation; who extinguiſh 
the Candle of the Lord in their Minds, and 
love Dat kneſs. rather than Light; Eyes | have 
they, and ſee not, Ears, and bear mars Under- 
Janaings,/ and and Hot. 12 f — | 


Quid mentem traxiſſe 
Eridiſe agus? n 1 more pererrant.— 
7 | CLAUDIAN. 


What ſignifies to Man, YI he om Heav? * 
His Soul deri ves, that with erected Front 
He walks ſublime, and views the ſtarry Skies, 
If, like the * irrational he acts? Wen 
am 


t Knowledge; and where his 
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I ami afraid Thave gone too far in this Di- 
greſſion, but am ' hopeful your Lordſhip will 
excuſe me, The Hiſtory I have given you of 
this renowned Preacher will; ['preſume, ſatisfy 
you as to that Part of the Character 1 


brought it in to prove. ] could aduce a Mul- 


titude of Inſtances equal y apropos to the Whole, 
and ſufficient to authoriſe what I have ſaid; but 
really they would be too fulſome for your -Lord-- 
ſhip'to read, or me to write ; and beſides quite 
unneceſſary to one ſo well acquainted with the 
Dramatis Perſonæ as I know you are. There 
are indeed Expreſſions in their Sermons and 
Prayers, which I could quote, that would di- 
vert you to read; but the Author of the Scotch 
Preibyterian Eloquence' has made ſuch a fine 
Collection of them, that it would be uſeleſs to 
attempt any thing further; and 1 refer your 
Lordſhip, and all curious Pei ſons, to that Per- 
formanice for Satisfaction. 

J ſhall refer the Examination of what they 
call the next Part of their publick Office, viz. 
inſtructing the Ignorant, to be the Subject of 
next Letter, and bid your Lordſhip adieu on 
this Occaſion, after making this Remark ; That 
though I am ſenſible the Generality of the young 
Clergy in Scotland ridicule and diſapprove of 
what their Fathers, in the paſt Age, and their 
Cotemperaries call preaching of Chrif, yet they 
are far from mending the Matter; but, as it 
happens in moſt Caſes of that Nature, in ſhun- 
ning one Extreme they have run into another, 


equally 


(4285) 
a dangerous and 2 the Character 


a Migilter of Chrift, They are juſt ke a, 


Pilot, who, ſteering a Ships! into a Harbour, ob- 
ſerves a Beacon, and without looking Pig 
Chart to find out the Diſtance to be 3 
ſtands aloof _ at H. z rd, and, wrecks b 8 Sup 
on another Rock, which, he 08) as: 55 
to have avoided,” 
| To. do them Joftice,” they preach! the moral 
La ſocial Duties, but enforce them by Mo- 
1199 oo lublime and refined for their Audienes 3 
wy 2 AY is not_intirely Maſter of the En- 
gliſh L. AW and perſectly acquainted with 
all the Terms of Art and Philoſophy, he — 
to underſtand; them, carry Dictionary alo 
with his Rible to Kirk. All the Beall he oy 
illiterate Hearers reap. from their. Sermons, 
is only a few cramp Words, which poſſibly 
they ſhall never underſtand, or ſome Notions 
EV ſeriptions of the Deity, and human Na- 
ture, which the profoundeſt Philoſophers have 
been puzzled to conceive, and the Fal be- 
rate Pens to unravel. 
5 am, my Lord, you know, nbithes a a Dupe 
„nor Scoffer f Religion; but I confeſs, I 
Ny been ſhocked at hearing their Sermons, 
and ſympathized their, poor, Hearersn!For-ta 
name Chriſt in their Diſcourſes,” they think 
would be Cant, and to ſpeak in the Simplicity 
of his Stile, would be a barbarous and and an- 
tiquated Language; though I dare venture to ſay, 
that divine Preacher, in all the Courſe of his 
Miniſtry 
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40 had f Ch tion 
learned 450 er 
BN his Zeal * 17 
piteſs, his Ante and plain Inſtructions i 
and Exhortations to, the Hotte of the civil and 

religious Life, are below their Obſetyatigh ; and 
to copy his miniſterial Conduct, and gate Uk 
of Words, would be thought the Sign of a 


egg n Far, 


more reve Sale 
rality of thei 


baren Genius, and an unworthy Piece. of Pla- 


iary. F' 1 

, In hort, à Sermon to gain their Apptoba- 
tion, wut be new and peculiar in Mattel and 
Stile. They are exactly like the Mcn Plats 
mentions in his Days, who were fond. of bein ng | 
Authors of ſomething new, and his Obſerva- 
tion on their Wit directly anſwers to that of the 
young Clergy i in Leut land. "Tn 7 
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LETTER III. 


My Lo R p, 


535 HE Letter your Lordſhip did me the 
Honour to write me on Peruſal of my laſt, 
I received by this Day's Poſt ; and the obliging 
Terms in which you are there pleaſed to ex- 
preſs your Satisfaction with it, merit my high- 
eſt Acknowledgments, Pm hopeful this E- 
piſtle will meet with as favourable a Reception 
as the former. You will remember the Sub- 
je& propoſed for it, is an Enquiry into that 
Branch of the Preſbyterian Clergy's publick 
Office, they call inſtructing the Ignorant. In 
Purſuance therefore of my Propoſal, I ſhall, 
with all poſſible Brevity and Candour, inform 
your Lordſhip of their Conduct in this Part of 
their Employment. | 
Inſtructing the Ignorant is a Function which, 
if rightly exerciſed, . is the principal Character- 
ſtick of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, as the Be- 
haviour of the firſt and greateſt Preacher of 
Chriſtianity, the peculiar Son of God, in- 
timates to us from his Entry on the mi- 
niſterial Office, to his finiſhing it on the 
Tree of the Croſs; but few of the Preſbyterian 
Clergy, who call themſelves his Conſtituents, 
perform the Office in a right Manner; . 


1 
theſe of the Kirk of Scotland are fo few, that 
I am perſuaded, even morally certain, that was 
the Brit;/h Parliament to appoint a Committee 
of Men, of Learning, Senſe, and Impartiality, 
to go down to Scotland, veſted with Power to 
depoſe every parochial Miniſter, whom they 


found defective in this Part of their Office, the 


Conſequence would be, that of the thouſand Pa- 
riſhes in that Nation, upwards of nine Tenths 
would be made vacant, To evince the Truth 
of this, I ſhall give your Lordſhip an *ccount 
of their Procedure at their catechifing Diets in 
the Kirk, and at their Viſits of the Families of 
their Pariſh, which are the two Ways they take 
to diſcharge themſelves of this important Buſi- 
neſs of inſtructing the Ignorant. Their Me- 
thod of catechiſing is as follows: The Miniſter 
having intimated on Sunday after Sermon, that 
ſuch and ſuch Farmers, with their Scrvants and 
Sub ects, were ta be examined on the Days of 
that Week he ſhall have mentioned, they con- 
vene in the Kuk at the Hour appointed; and 
the Miniſter, armed with a Bible, or Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith, and his parochial Liſt, goes into 
the Kirk, and after Prayer, calls up ſome Per- 
ſon by their Name; and, if he is not acquaint- 
ed with their Knowledge and Education, the 
firſt Queſtion he aſks them is, Can you read? 
A Query, one ſhuuld think, portended ratio- 
nably in the Sequel, but no ſuch Thing: If 
the Anſwer is No, then he will with a Sigh 
ſay, that is a melancholy Thing; and, after 
| | _ aſking 


(27) 
aſking him if he comes to Kitk every Sunday, 
and communicates when he has an Oppor unity 
in the Place? and poſſibly, if he knows who 
made him? will order him to fit down and 
attend to what he hears : But ſometimes they 
treat Ignorance of this Kind more ſharply ; and 
though the Circumſtances the Perſon was 
born under, made it impoſſible for him to have 
got School Education, yet they will upbraid 
him, and ſcold him for his Ignorance of what 
he had never an Opportunity of knowing. 
Hell will be deſcribed to him in the moſt ter- 
rible Manner, and ſaid to be the Place he de- 
ſcrves hereafter ; and though ſome of them will 
be ſo good as to tell ſuch People, that Chriſt is 
able to prevent them from that diſmal Place, 
yet I ſeldom heard this explained to them in 
Terms adapted to their Underſtandings, or ob- 
ſerved the Mind of their unhappy Pannel re- 
lieved from the melancholy and deſperate State 
into which they had piunged it. But if the 
Examinator, after the Interrogations I have 
mentioned, orders the Perſon to fit down, and 
hear the Examination of his Neighbours, which 
is moſt frequently the Cafe, he then prpcceds 
to another, who, I ſhall ſuppoſe, can read the 
Bible, and has all the ſhorter Catechiſm by 
Heart, and interrogates him either on ſome 
dark Paſſage of Scripture, or aſks him a Queſ- 
tion of the Catechiſm, without the ſmalleſt 
Regard to the Ignorant he had left to be in- 
ſtructed by the Examination of lis Neighbours : 
E 2 Upon 


(28) 
Upon his Anſwer he will ſpeak poſſibly half an 
Hour, in the ſame Strain as in his Sermons ; 
and though the Anſwer to the Query be, as 
plain and intelligible as Words can make it, be- 
fore he has given his Approbation it will be 
quite another Thing: Myſtcrious Meanings, or 
high ſpeculative and philoſophical Notions will 
be affixcd to it; and the Reſpondent, from a 
clear Idea of the Queſtion, ſhall be led into the 
moſt confuſed and perplexing Thoughts about 
it ; and which would never entered his Mind, 
if the Que. iſt had not ſuggeſted them; ſo that 
they may be faid very juſtly to darken Counſel 
by Words without Underſtanding, It the Re- 
ſpondent is of a curious inquiſitive Diſpoſition, 
and diſcovers a Thirſt after Knowledge, the 
Queriſt makes it his Study to confuſe his Judg- 
ment, and perplex his Sentiments, with Ob. 
jections and Difficulties, and to aſk him the 
moſt puzzling Queſtion he can invent; and 
when he has difficulted him, leaves him in the 
Embarraſs, and begins with another. This is a 
Practice ſcarce any of them can be exempted 
from. I have been Witneſs, when an acute 
Fellow has cloſely reaſoned with his Preacher, 
and faid all the ſatisfactory Things the Subjeck 
would admit of, that rather than it ſhould be 
laid he had anſwered all the Queſtions put to 
him, the Examinator has queſtioned him on 
Things univerſally acknowledged by Divines and 
Philoſophers impenetrable by human Under- 
ſtanding; and then, withAbundance of Cunning, 
10 


(29) 

to prevent telling his own Sentiments on the 
Queſtion, pull out his Watch, and pretend to 
have ſpent too much Time with him, and im- 
mediately paſs to another, and enter on a quite 
different Subject. n 

When it happeneth that the Reſpondent ſays 
any thing inconſiſtent with Preſbyterian Tenets, 
they either with an Air of Authority anathema- 
tize his Sentiment, call it Popery, Epiſcopacy, 
Sc. and, with Words full of Rancour, chide 
him for his Opinion, which has poſſibly been 
the Reſult of an impartial, fincere, and elabo- 
rate Enquiry; and, inſtead of dealing with 
him as a rational Being, ſhewing him the Fal- 


lacy of his Sentiment, by its Inconſiſtency with 


Reaſon, Scripture, and the reſt of his own Te- 
nets, they will barely tell him it is the Thought 
of the natural and unregenerate Man, the Diſ- 
covery of unregenerate Reaſon, and not of Faith, 
and a great many other ſuch unintelligible cant- 
ing Expreſſions; and juſt as if they had proven 
the Sentiment contradictory to Reaſon, or the 
Chriſtian Scheme, they will endeavour to terrify 
him by quoting ſome mal apropos Text, ſuch 
as if any Man teach another Doctrine, let him 
be anathematized, I ſay, they either treat him 
in this Manner, or impugn his Tenet, in fo ab- 


ſtruſe and ſcholaſtick Terms, that a Man who 


had read and been taught a Syſtem of Logicks 
and Metaphyſicks, would be puzzled to un- 
derſtand their Diſtinctions and Definitions, and 
loſe himſelf in following them in their Reaſon- 
ing, which is their own Caſe, as I have found 
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(30) 
on putting them to the Trial: Thus the ſimple 
undefigning Reſpondent and ſincere Enquirer is 


| bullied out of what his unbiaſſed Reaton has 


taught him, by Threats of Heaven's Vengeance, 
or pretended Confutation in unintelligible Words 
and Arguments; On the one hand, he is told, 
his Reaſon is not to be attended to, as being 
corrupt and incapable of ſhewing him the 
Truths of Religion: On the other hand, he is 
aſſerted to be rationally convicted by a Chain 
of Reaſoning; which in Matter and Stile 
is to him inconceivable, and which is often ſuch, 
that an Ariſtotle might ſay of it what is ſaid of 
the Wiſdom of God, paſt all Underſtanding. 

As to their Examination of the Youth of 
their Pariſhes, it counts till they arrive at four- 
teen Years of Age, in aſking them a few Queſ- 


tions of their Catechiſm, without giving any 


Explanation, which I would need to under- 
ſtand the greater Number of them. 

But there is one Inſtance of 'their Good-na- 
ture and Condeſcenſion in their Examination, 
that I muſt do them Juſtice to take notice of; 
and that is, that it is in the Power of ſuch of 
their Pariſhioners, as are conſcious of their Ig- 
norance, and aſhamed to have it diſcovered, or 
who think themſelves above being catechized 
in publick, to have their Ambition and Deſire 
gratified. Let them bring to the Miniſters 
Houſe any Tine before the Hour appointed for 
Examination, a Hen, a Cheeſe, yea a Dozen of 
Epps, or any ſuch trifling Thing, and I'll aniwer 
for their being either intirely diſpenſed with, " 

| carrie 
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carried up to the Miniſter's Cloſet ; and there; 
after a ſhort Diſcourſe, - without having one 
Queſtion asked them, be diſmiſſed with the 
Approbation of ufficient Knowledge in the 
Things neceſſary for Salvation: But if the 
Pariſhioner, to ſhew his Zeal and Defire 
of Inſtruction; and Satisfaction in hearing 
his Paſtors ſpeak on that Occaſion, inſiſts on 
being examined publickly in the Kirk, he 
will have his Defign equally complied with; 
fot his Examinator will take Care to give him 
nothing more to do, than anſwer always in the 
Affirmative ;  interrogating him thus: Is not 
ſuch a Thing, ſpeaking always on the Ortho- 
dox Side, ſo and ſo? Now, though | poffivly, 

as l have frequently known to be the Caſe, the 
Reſpondent, if asked how-mray-Gods there are? 
or any of the fundamental and moſt ſimple Ar- 
ticles of Religion, could not give the proper 
Anſwer, yet he ſhall be made to paſs for a know- 
ing Man, thoroughly verſed in the WG 2 
and Presbyterian Syſtem. 


Pretium fi grande feras cuſtodia vitta FY 
Jes. EL, 4. 


Bring but the Price, come with a Giſt preper d, 
And you may quickly influence the Guard. 
DAkr. 


I was once obliged to act this Part, but not 
without Re uctancy: A Miniſter of a Pariſh in 
the N eighbourhood of wy Reſidence, being 

7 obliged 
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(32) 
obliged to go Abroad on a Day he had ap- 
inted a Diet of Catechizing, wrote me a 

Letter, deſiring I would be fo good as to offi- 
ciate for him that Day; which 1 agreed to, 
and accordingly went in the Morning to his 
Houſe, where I was received, as he was not at 
Home, with vaſt Civility by his Wife. A little 
1 after my Arrival the Beadle came, to apprize 
1 me that the People were chapterly conveen'd ; 
| and Iordered him to notify to them my imme- 
diate Attendance. I called immediately for the 
Lift, which was brought me by my Land- 
lady; who, upon giving me it, ſtept into an- 
other Room, and gave me a Signal to follow 
her. Iobeyed the Nod, and on entering, found 
her with a Bottle in one Hand, and a large 
Wine-glaſs in the other; and before I had Tim 
to gueſs the Liquor I was to be treated with, ſhe 
told me I muſt have a Dram before 1 went to 
my Buſineſs, as her Huſband always took on 
ſuch Occaſions; and with the next Breath ad- 
dreſſed me thus: Sir, There are three or four 
honeſt Men and Women, the moſt conſider- 
able in the Pariſh, who are to be examined by 
you To-day ; they are ignorant, and would be 
aſhamed it ſhould be known ; and the Miniſter 
examines them always in his Cloſet, or takes 
Care never to aſk them any thing that can 
difficult them: In ſhort, if he aſks them a 
Queſtion, he gives the Anſwer before they have 
Tune to ſpeak, and I beg you will do the ſame : 
And that you may know them, here (preſent- 
ing me a Piece of Paper) is a Lift of their 
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(33) | 
Nanies,” I took it from her, and pinn'd: it to 
the general Roll, and after drinking off a large 
Bumper of Aqua Vitæ, and complimenting her 
on her good Nature and other Qualities, the 
real Cauſe ot my Con:phance, I promited to 
obſerve punctually het Orders; and did it fo 
nicely, that the Perſons afte! che Examina i 
was over, came to the Maulſe, and tank 
her for uſing her Intereſt ſo effectuall; an 
ſignified, t at nevt Sunday they would con- 
vince her that the Preſents they had made her 
that Morning, which I underſtood were pretty 
liberal, ſhould not ſuffice for her good Office; 
and I was proclaimed by them as a Man of 
deep Learning, Piety, and Worth ; and at Din- 
ner I reaped plentifully the Fruits of my Conduct, 
both in Meat and Drink, and what 1 valued 
more, a further Progreſs in the good Graces 
of my obliging Landlady. I was like, however, 
to have paid very dear for theſe Advantapes, 
and, as a Narrative of this, will add a Beam 
'of Lig ht to what I have been endeavouring in 
this — to give your Lordſhip an adequate 
Idea of; it will be no impertinent Digreſſion, 
I ſhall give it you. One of the Knabs, or tip- 
top Pariſhioners, a reputed learned Man by Alt 
the ſighing Saints, happened to be the firſt Per- 
ſon I pitched on to examine; and as I found not 
his Name in my Liſt of Indulgence, which I 
believe mi hb be owing to his not knowing the 
Method. of getting into it, ot too great an Opi- 


nion of his Learning, I propoled to proceed 
F with 
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with him, according to my Plan, by neceſſary; 
rational, and 4 Queſtions: Accord - 
ingly Iaſked him, How he came to know the 

+ Exiſtence of à fitit Cauſe; or God? He an- 
ſwered me, By ihe Scriptures. I replied, That 
though it was true the Scriptures gave us more 

Clear and diſtinct Ideas of God than we could 
have certainly attained to, yet they could not; 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, be admitted as a Proof of his 
Being; it being abſolutely neceſſary to be ſatiſ- 
ficd of his Exiſtence, before we rationally allow 
or prove the Scripture to be of divine Autho- 
rity. In ſhort, I ſhewed him the Abfurdity 
and Weaknels' of this Proof, in as familiar a 
Style, and by as ſuitable and' plain Examples 
as I was Maſter of; and explained to him, as 
clearly as I could, the Method of arriving at 
this Knowledge by Reaſon ; and I was under- 
ſtood not only by him, but, as I afterwards 
heard, by the moſt ignorant of my Audience. 
However, this did not hinder my being cen- 
ſured for the Queſtion : The Miniſter of the 
neighbouring Pariſh, a Man of the Crommwelian 
Order, on hearing that I had put ſuch a Query 
to ſo zealous and true-blue a Diſciple as my Re- 
ſpondent, and denied the 'Validity of his An- 
tree - immediately concluded, that the firſt was 
a Sign of my doubting of the Exiſtence! of a 
God and the latter a certain Eyidence of my 
being a Deiſt; and next Sunday he, from his 
Pulpit, in as plain Terms as he could, without 
mentioning my Name, inveigh*d againſt me 
Hie. 
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(35) 
as a Man of dangerous and heterodox Prin. 
ciples 3 and cautioned his Heaters from having 
any Correſpondence with me. Not ſtopt nie 


j but how ſoon he underſtood, his —— 
who had employed 4 was at Horne, he dame 
to his Ho oo ſharply reprimanded hith for 


deputing, in ſo momentous an Office, a Mau 
of {o abandon'd Principles as, he aid, it was 
apparent 1 was, from, my Behaviour in exa- 
mining the Man alteady nenten. His Bro- 
ther, as he alder wa told me, was thunder- 
ſtruck at ſo barefaced and unjuſt an Accuſation, 
and with a good deal of Warmth took up the 
Cudgels in my Des and was ſeconded by 
his, fair Spouſe. The Dit 2. was carried to 
ſuch a Height, — t the offended Father threat: 
ened to report his rother and me to the firſt 
Preſbytery, as Men of heterodox Pri 7 
But in this I prevent him; for how foon f 
knew of the Affair went to his Houſe, 
challenged him to prove by Dint a5 Argume 
the Juſtneſs of his Cenſure on 5 * of m 
Conduct he had made ſo free but 0 
Was a Weapon, e never had in Wh of, and 
could by us Means anage, hy all my Efforts 
to puſh him to a Trial proved in vain ; he 
 parcied my Aſſault with 909 ghs, Groans, Mes 
herent Sentenaes, and n y ttiendly Ad. 
monitions, and Ex xprefſions his Regard for 
me., He He vaulted about in this Manner. « agree- 
able 1h the Practice of all of his Kidney, till I 
— weary of attacking bie | J "Dropping: E 2 
5K 


(209 
fore my Point, I left him, reſolving to have 
a Longe at bim on a more flvvorable Parade.- 
Purſuant to this Reſolution, I repreſented the 
Igjory he had done me to the firſt Shar 
and inſiſted on Satisfaction ; but, thou 855 
Myority owned I was injured,” they Fbified' 
F me 4 Redreſs ; (Rogues favour: Rogues, 
or this good. Reaſon, that a Houſe divided 
againſt | itſelf, cannot ſtand ; ) a Suſpenſion of 
= and publick Hoſtilities was al nige 
of my Enemy. 

af have now, my Lord, ies y you as juſt 

an Account as 1 am able the Vethod + Fs 

Fr eſbyteri-n Clergy in Scatland follow in cate- 

ling their Pa iſhjoners, and T preſume 1 
will allow it to be Gogulir and inconfift 
with the true De ſign of that Offi: e, nth 
Relation they pretend to ſtand in 1 that'w 
and divine Teacher and Inſtrucſer of Mankind 
Chrift. They call bim their King, Lord, 
Maſter, and Pattern; and yet, in this Part of 


their Function, they manifeſtly couhteract his 


Method and Example; he never left the Igno- 
rant without Inſtruction, nor threatened invo- 
luntary, Ignorance' with poſitive P iſhments. 
His Diſcourſes were always on what concerned 
the Happinels of Mankind, and his Illuſtra- 
tions familiar and plain, adapted to the meaneſt 

"Genius, He never . or diſcouraged 
12 rational Enquirer, nor left him in Perpl l, 
but exactly anſwered the Character the ophet 
IJhiab forctold of him, in not breaking a bruis d 
Reed, 


(37) 

Reed, nor quenching a ſmoaking Flax. He 
coolly reaſoned with the erroneous, and ſhew'd 
them the Abſurdity of their Opinions from their 
own Principles; 1 Life itſelf could not babe 
him to neglect his Duty, or ſpan his Reproofs 
and Inſtructions, But theſe were low Conde- 
ſcenſions in the great Reformer of Mankind, and 
never defigned as a Copy to ſo bright Men as 

the Preſbyterian Clergy, who pretend to be his 
Embaſſ.dors. They have Wit and Judgment 
ſufficient ta enable them to execute their — 
without the Aſſiſtance of their Lord's Conn 

and Example. Their Knowledge and Pene - 
tration is 40: Heat that they can criticiſe ſore 
Pa ts of hig Conduct I heard one of them fay; 
tbatrab:.ever Feſus was drunk on Earth, it was 
when he compated thut Prayer which he order d 
hit [Apoſtles to uſe in addteſſing their heavenly 
Father; and that he could nevet have intended 
it fen Men of Learning without an opem Inte 


was to be obſerved when he made Uſe of it, 
his Mind was oppteſſed and contuſed with the 
tragical Proſpect of his ſuture Sufferings, ſo 
that he often knew not what be ſaid; as when 
he prayed that the Cup might paſs from him; 
the Uareaſonsbleneſs of which Petition he im- 
mediately acknowledged, by ſaying, For ibis 
End ame I into the World. 1 hall leave the 
Examination of their Viſits of Families till 
_ hi nes I have the Honour to be, 
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ent on his Judgment adding, that ĩt ' 
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mities of their Pariſh; v hich is a Method they 
take of diſcharging themſelves of that effential 
Office of a-Clergyman, inſtiucting the Igno+ 
tant. The original Deſign and Inſtitution of 
this'miniſterial Employment was certainly great 
and worthy; it was to prevent Jars and Big 
cords | Neighbours, and Irtegularities ih 
the Conduct of private Families ; and to endea- 
vour, by ſedſonable and proper Exhortations, 
to cement all ſuch Breaches: In ſhort, it was to 
explain and enforce the Practice of all the moral 
and ſocial Duties; to teach the Obligations of 
theſe different Characters, of Huſband and 
Wife, Parent and Child, King and Subject, 
Maſter and Servant, Landlord and Gueſt, 
Neighbour and Sttanger, Friend and Enemy, 
Oc. and to ehdeavòur to find out and correct 
(every wilful — or Violation of any bf 
4 Duties. Preſbyterian Clergy allow 
board was the primitive Deſign of _—_— 
ami- 


Preſbyterian Clergy in their Viſits to the Fav 
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Families, but their Practice * they, & 
not approve of it; for, 2 mM 
young Clergy, who almoſt to a! Man explode 
the Cuſtom as unneceſſary, and no Part of their 
Offices; I lay, abſtracting from thoſe who openly 
diſclaim this antient Cuſtom, even thoſe. wha 
ge it either totally invert the original, ur- 
poſe of it, or ficially paſs over its trug 
Eſſence. It oy Fn Scotland ſome 
Years ago, and i is yet in ſome Places, to make 
theſe Viſits once in * Year, and about; the 
Chriſmas Holidays, with a View, as they 2g 
tended, to prevent their Pariſhioners nh roy Ny 
ſerving that popiſh, epiſcopal, and diabe Jos 
ſtitution, as they call it, but in Fact, to 

of the good Proviſion which the Seth FE 
monalty generally have on that Occaſion, They 
would then bittecly. inveigh againſt theſe cere- 
monial Obſervances, but liberally partake of 
Proviſion made for the Celebration of them. 
bave ſeen of them, after a plentiful Dinner, in 
that very Afternoon eat in twenty diffcrens 


Houſes, and drink plentifully of cold Spirits in 
each Houſe. In ſhort, eating and drinking is 


their Whole Buſineſs, and if any Part of the | 


Entertainmeat pleaſe the Paſtors Palate, a broad 
Hint is given that ſuch a Thing would be mighty 
acceptable at the Mauſe; and if the Proprietgr 
Inſiguates as much, as that ſome Part of it ſhall 
be ſent there, he may depend on it the OEc 
nomy of his Family will not be wa 
* e notoriouſly ſcandalous, it will 
approved 


1 
approved of by the good-natured Paſtor. This 
is generally the Way they ſpend'their Time in 
their Viſits, and a Preſent" is a nevet-failing Re- 
ceipt how to command them into good Hu- 
mour, and is an Excuſe for Miſdemeanors in 
publick and private Lie. A Leg 6! Matton, a 
Couple of Fow's, or a Cheete of five or fix 
Pounds Weight, brought ſeaſonabſy to the Paſ- 
tor's Houſe, will atone for 'more Scandals and 
_ Faults, than twe ve Months publick Profeſſion 
ef Repentance in Sack-cloth every Sunday at 
the Pillar-foot. They have now abridg'd this 
Office conſiderably; for whereas it was tormerly 
once a Year, it is now only as often as they 
adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
„which is never more than once in a 
Year, and ſometimes not in ſeven ; and whereas 
they formerly went into every Houſe, they now 
onvene the whole Families in two or three 
Farms into the principal Farmer's Houſe, and 
there entertain them with a Diſcourſe much of 
the ſame Nature with that they deliver on the 
Sundays from the Pulpit. If the ſocial uties 
happen to be the Subject, they will either be 
only nam'd, or deſcrib'd in the Language of 
Schools and Philoſophers ; but it is tare they are 
the Subject; it is the Myſtery of the Incarna- 
tion of Chrift, the Imputation of his Righceouf- 
neſs, the myſtical Preſence of Chriſt in the Sa- 
crament, (according to their Deſcription it is 
very juſtly called myſtica) Exclamations againſt 
Fopery, Epiſcopacy, &c. and Proofs, as they 
* pretend, 
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(41) 
pretend, of the Impoſſibility of Salvation of any 
who live and die in that Faith, particularly the 
former, which they more peculiarly level their 
Malice at, for no other Reaſon that ever I could 
learn, than its. being moſt antient, univerſal, 
and ſecurely founded ; and that they are ſenſi- 
ble, it they could once make a Breach on that 
Side, the other would cafily be maſtered, a 
being, they ſay, only detach'd Lunettes of regu- 
lar and; compſeat Demilune, and which could 
not reſiſt their Batteries. if not ſupported by 
the Flanc and Ein Fire of this original 
Piece. 

Againſt this they point their beſt Artillery, 
and per ſuade their Audience that they have de- 
molithed it, when, in Fact, their. Shot have 
dropt on its very Contreſcatpe, and their Bomb 
ſhells burſt in their Elevation; and as your 
Lordſhip and I have ſeen in certain critical Sieges, 
the General reprimands, and even puniſhes 
Officer or Soldier for ſpeaking. in a doubtfyl 
Manner of Succeſs; fo I have witneſſed the 
to do to a Pariſhioner, for doubting, ot canval- 
ſing the Truth of their Aſſertions. I ſhall give 
your Lordſhip one Inſtance of this Kind ; 1 hap- 
pened to be at a Clergyman's Houſe about. a 
Fortnight before the Time he deſigned to ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Suppe r; 
he had one Corner of his Pariſh to viſit, and 
inſiſted on my e g. him through i it ; 
telling me, for Motive, that it would not only 


amuſe him, but be of Service to me; becauſe [ 
G would 


# {14873 | 
would learn the Form, which would be of Uſe 
to me when I got a Charge. I appeared to be 
ſatisfied, and to' approve of what he faid ; but 
the Truth is, I had rather been diſpenſed with, 
as I was perſuaded, in the Event of my being a 
parochial Paſtor, his Example would never have 
been my Copy: Accordingly, the Day appoint- 
ed, we (et oui, and came to the Farmer's Houſe, 
when the People of the Neighbourhood, ac- 
cording to Deſire, were convened. It was 
about the Time of the ſuſpected Invaſion from 
Dunkirk, and the Parſon's whole Diſcourſe 
Was on A attempting to prove the young 
Chevalier a Baſtard, a Blood-thirſty Man, an 
Enemy to Chrifl's Kingdom, ſtirred up and 
employed by Antichriſt, the Pope, that Man 
o Sin, as he called him, and the Tyrant of 
France, to diſturb them the Children of God, 
and only true Church ; and that, ſhould God 
ſo puniſh them for the Abuſe of his Goodneſs, 
Love and Mercy, permit him to come to the 
Throne, their Bibles would be taken from them 
and burat by the Hands of a Fack-Ketch, and 
they either made to fall down and worſhi 
Stocks and Stones, or cruelly be put to Death : 
For what t e Poet remarks of the Bigots in his 
Days, is true of them, they imagine themſelves 
the only true Worſhippers of God. 


Solos credunt habendos efſe Deos, quos ipſe colent. 
Juv. Sat. 15. 


He 
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He would then add an Exhortation to Faſting 
and Prayer, that God would pour out the Vials 
of his Wrath upon them, and plunge them in- 
to the Pit of Deſtruction. This Doctrine, and 
the blind Credulity of a great Part of the Au- 
dience, who were making the Houſe echo with 
their Groans, quite ſtunned me, and made my 

Nature, as it were, recoil ; and i Re- 
lief, I clapped one Ear to the Wall, and ſtopped 
the other with my Handkerchief. A Black= 
ſmith, a very ſenſible Man, and vaſtly knowing 
for his Education, obſerving me, he ſpoke thus 
in my Ear; © Sir, I'm ſure Chriſt never taught 
ſuch Doctrine; nor if he was on Earth, would 
he, I am perſuaded, give ſuch Exhortations. I 
cannot bear it.” I gave him a Look that ſig- 
nified my Approbation of what he ſaid; and 
when the Miniſter had done, I whiſpered the 
Blackſmith to follow us out, under Pretext of 
giving us a Convoy, and urge what he faid to 
me, as a Matter of Conſcience, which his 
Paſtor could not take amiſs, promiſing him m 
Aſſiſtance ; accordingly he did, and after 
walking with us a little Way, begun thus; “ Sir, 
ſays he to his Miniſter, I am not at all pleaſed 
with your Doctrine to-day ; Chri/t and his 
Apoſtles taught their Hearers to have Charity 
for all Men, and to pray for Mercy and For- 
giveneſs to their Enemies; but you ſay that all 
Papiſts will be damned, and exhort us to in- 
voke divine Vengeance and eternal Miſery on 
our Enemies: This, Sir, I think is very un- 

G2 chriſtian 


chriſtian Doctrine. The Parſon, with an 
Air of Surprize, replied, © That Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles never taught to have Charity for the 
Reprobate; and that the Papiſts were ſuch, as 
they taught another Doctrine than Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and conſequently were accurſed 
and t to pray for them would argue Stupi- 
dity, as it would be invoking God to alter 
his etetnal Decree ; and that as we were to look 
on them as Enemies to God and Chriſt, we 
were to pray for their Deſtruction, according 
to the Practice of holy David.” This Reply 
was ſo abſurd, and ſo ' manifeſt a Shift and 
wreſting of Scripture, that I could not let it 


; and therefore I took it to Pieces, and 


laid open its Weakneſs to that Degree, that 
the [Parſon ſeemed almoſt aſhamed of it; 
but-10 drop it, would, he knew, been of bad 
Conſequences; and therefore, after he could 


fall on no Argument to ſupport it, he had Re- 


courſe to their common and dernier Reſort, Paſ- 
ion and bare Aſſertion; and with a Face full of 


Gloom, and Expreſſions ſounding with Anger, 


ſaid, Proteflor —— taught, that a Man living 


and dying in the Roman Catholick Profeſſion 


cannot be ſaved, and I believe it, and whoever 
-denies it, is a true Presbyterian, or Diſciple of 
| Chriſt. On this I dropp'd the Argument, 
- knowing that a Man who fortifies himſelf with 
Paſſion and poſitive Aſſertion, and reſolves ne- 
ver to be beat from his Entrenchments, is Proof 
_ "againſt all the Attacks of Argument and right 
Reaſon : 
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Reaſon: But the Blackſmith gave him the. 
Coup de Grace in a very abrupt Manner: * Sir, 
ſays he, you have aſſerted a great deal, but 
proved nothing; however, at preſent I ſhall 

leave you, only beg you would reconcile what 
you have faid of the Papiſts with this Text, 
Rev. vii. 9. After this I beheld, and io à great 
Multitude, which m Man could number, of all 
Nations and Kindreds ; and People. und Tongues, 
Rood before the Throhe, and before the Lamb, 
chtheg with white Robes, and Palms in ibeir 
Hands, &c. This, continued be, I have beard 
you own is prophetically ſpoken, and I am hope- 
ful you will not deny, that ſome Papiſts muſt 
be among all Nations, Kindreds and Tongues.” 
The Parſon anſwered, © That it was to be 
believed ſeveral Papiſts were converted before 
they died ;” a Subterfuge as remarkable as ever I 
heard; and then added, © that he, the-Black- 
ſmith, dived too deep in theſe Things; and that 
he would make him repent his Converſation on 
that Occafion accordingly, he did his Endee- 
vour ; for he refuſed to admit him to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, "unleſs he would 
recant what he had faid, and believe as he did 
on the Point in Queſtion: Bat the Man had 
too much Senſe to be bulhed' into an implieit 
Faith of Things of that Nature, and boldly told 
him he deſpiſed what he could do: The Paf- 
tor finding him reſolute, thought proper to 
give up the Claim, though on all Occaſions he 
"teſtified his Refentment, and I was no longer a 
Favourite, I have 
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I have now, my Lord, given a ſhort View 
of their Method of catechiſing, and viſiting 
Families, and proceed to the other Branch of 
their Character in publick Life, v/z. viſiting 
the Sick and Diſconſolate; which uzht to be 
employed in diſpelling trom the Minds of ſuch 
Perſons all deſponding Thoughts, and com- 
forting them under any Mclancholy, adverſe 
Diſpenſation of P:ovidence, and is a Duty due 
from Mankind in general, to every one that bears 
the human Shape, but more particularly incum- 
bent on Cle. gy men. It is at the B<d-fide of 
their Sick and dying Pariſhioners, they have 
the moſt favourable Opportunity of knowing 
the Succeſs of their Miniſtry ; when Men are 
in Health, they can diſguiſe their Sentiments, 
and uppreſs the Checks of their Conſcience 
but Sickneſs, and a Proſpect of approaching 
Death, ſeldom fail to ſtrike the Guilty with 
Remorſe, and unmask their Opinions: Art 
and Diſſimulation fly away, and the Tongue 
ſpeaks out the ical Thoughts of the Mind, and 
molt lively paints and deſcribes its true Situation. 
The Paſſions become cool, and their Organs 
too weak and diſorderly to gratify them as for- 
mei ly; ſo that a Clergyman, on theſe Occaſions, 
is preſented with an Opportunity of being more 
ſerviceable by an Hour of proper Diſcourſe, than 
poſſible by all the Sermons of his Life. I fay 
this Office is more peculiarly the Province of 
Clergymen. But was your Lordſhip to witneſs 
the Presbyterian Clergy in their Viſits of this 
rect -1 Kind, 
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Kind, you would, I am perſuaded, be Thun- 
der-ſtruck at the Scene, Their Viſits to the 
Sick and Diſconſolate, are like that of Job's three 
Friends, employed in upbraiding and condemn- 
ing them, repreſenting them under the Strokes 
of the Sword of Juſtice of an angry God, brought 
on them by original and actual Tranſgreſſion, 
and entailed on them from their Conception in 
their Mother's Womb, to Eternity; painting 
them the Victims of an inexorable and almighty 
Being, one Tranſgreſſion of whoſe Law, the 
moſt perfect Kepentance and Aſter- Obedience, 
they are capable of, cannot make an Atone- 
ment. Thouſands of Years in the ſharpeſt 
Pains, and deepeſt Abyis of Miſery, are not 
able to ſatisfy his Juſtice for the Offence, or 
procure one Hour ot Repoſe from his avenging 
Rod. In Expreſſions ot this Kind they continue 
addrefling the fick and dying Perſon, till they 
have either overwhelmed him with Grief, -or 
made him deſpair with Fear; and then they 
will conclude their Diſcourſe with a myſtical 


Account of Chri/s Righteouſneſs, received 


a bare Act of Faith, being able to ſatisfy divine 
—— and obtain him the Favour of God: 

ut though this Sa/vo was intelligible and ſatiſ- 
factory, it is applied too late to be of any Uſe to 
the Patient; for he is before rendered inſenſible 
by the terrible Picture ſhewn him of his Situa- 
ation, or poſſibly expired while the Parſon has 
been deſcribing him the Object of God's Wrath, 
and implacable Juſtice; a Scene I have _— 


(48) 
ed more than once; and one of the moſt tragis 
cal in Nature. How inconceivably diſmal muſt 
the Proſpect of eternai Miſery be to a departing 
Soul? with what Agitation and Perplexity of 
Thought muſt it verge into the Preſence of God, 
and enter on its future Sphere of Action? That 
Man muſt be void of all Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion that can ſtand unaffected at the Sign of 
ſuch an Evil, Theſe SpeRacles never failed to 
make my Blood run cold in my Veins ;. and 
the Reflection of them, for Months afterwards; 
yea, at this very Day, fill my Eyes with Tears 
of Sympathy. One of the many melancholy 
Cataſtrophes of this Nature, which ] have had 
the Misfortune to be a Spectator of, - preſcnts it- 
ſelf immediately to my Imagination in iis ori- 
ginal Colours ; and I ſhall take the Liberty to 
narrate it to your Lordſhip. —— About ten 
Years ago a Tenant of ——, an illiterate Man, 
but of an excellent Character as to his Conduct 
in the World, both in Religious and Civil Ca- 
pacity, happened to fall ſick, and as his Diſtem- 
per was dangerous, he ſent for the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh to write his laſt Will, who came on 
the firſt Notice given him, I had ſome Concern 
in the fick Man's Affairs, which obliged me to 
be preſent at the writing of the Will, and 1 hap- 
pened to be at the Houſe when the Parſon came 


in; and by Command of the Man, his Wiſe, 
and other Relations, preſent at that Time, I 
degan to inform the Miniſter of the Situation of 
the Teſtator's Affairs, reſerving all the differept 
Deſti- 


e 
Deſtinations he deſigned to make to himſelf tg 
give the Writer an Account of. After Thad faid all 

intended, the Parſon, with a Sigh, told me all I 
ſaid was very good; and that he ſhould ſpeak 
to the Man on that Subject, after he had men- 
tioned a few Things to him with regard to his 
ſpiritual State: He went up to the Bed-fide of 
the ſick Man, and told him, he underſtood he 
intended to make his Teſtament, which was a 
Sign he had Death in his View, and conſe- 

_ ought to be 3 concerned about 
one Thing needful, the Salvation of his Soul. 
He then began with repreſenting God as an an- 

and implacable Being, and him as an Object of 
is Anger; and that Hell was what he merited, 
and what the Juſtice of God required ſhould be 
his Lot through all Eternity, &c. The poor 
diſtreſſed Man had his Eyes fixed on him, all 
the Time he was diſcourſing to him; and on $ 
theſe Words, interrupted him thus; Alas, Sir, N 
muſt I be baniſhed from God's: Preſence, and | 
confined to everlaſting Miſery hereafter ;” and 
then in a deſponding furious Manner, burſt out 
'F into Tears and Cries: “ O, faid he, that I had 
never been born! that I had died in my Mo- 
ther's Womb! who can dwell with everlaſting 
Bucnings?” The Parſon thought it was now 
Time to give him ſome Comfort, but he found 
it too late. | 
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Nil projunt artes, erat immedicabile vulnus. 
Ovid. Met. Lib. x. 
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The Wound was moral, Art could give no Aid, 


He immediately fell into a high Fever, and 
died in two Hours after; and to his laſt Breath 
continued crying, The Lord has caſt me off; 
with him there is no ee 4 _ Miniſter fays 


Iwill be damn d. 


Sic bulk moriens jacet, & defetla vigore, 


a fibi eſt oneri cervix ; humeroque recumbit. 
. Ovid. Met. * x. 


So hung his dying Looks, fo overforay "= 
His languid Neck was on his Shoulder laid, 


At the Sight of this tragical Scene, I turned pals; 
and my Blood almoſt ſtagnated in my Veins, 
and the Rehearſal of it, at this Diſtance of 
+ diffuſes a Coldneſs over wy whole 

ody 

There are indeed ſome of the young Clergy 
in Scotland, who are of ſo benevolent Diſpo- 
fitions as to ſet Heaven open to all Men; Who 
condemn as abſurd all ons of poſitive Pu- 
niſhments in a future Stats; The Viſits of theſe 
to the Sick will never produce the Conſequences 
of that of the former Sect I have mentioned, 
It is true, if the departed Soul meets with a 

Diſappointment of what, before its Departure 
ſrom the Body, it had been perſuaded to be- 
lie ve, the Shock will be more diſmal, if poſ- 
ſible, than ff it had made its Exit under the 


Notion of a Poſſibility of its Proſpects being 
fruſtrated. 
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fruſtrated. Unexpected Accidents infinitely 
more affect the — Hy ge 2 HOP iʒt 
always believes and expects as poſſible. I fay, 
theſe young Preachers neyer puſh a fick or &. 
ing Man to Deſpair of Happineſs in a future 
State: They affirm that all Men were deſigned 
for it, and will arrive at it. That there is no 
wicked Intention in our Natures, and conſe- 
quently no real Evil and Foundation for poſi- 
tive Puniſhment, further than what tends to the 
Preſervation of the Society we live in, which we 
are diſſolved from by Death, and conſequently 
can be liable to no Puniſhment after that Diſſo- 


\ 


lution, 4 


Subterranea regna nec pueri credunt 
Mi que nondum are lavantur. 4 


Thus they endeavour to comfort their fick 
and dying Pariſhioners; or by talking on the 
natural Tendency of Virtue to'make one 7 
py, and the inſeparable Connection betwixt Re- 
pentance and F As to the * the 
; ments .endeavour to prove it by are 
— ſo Eule that they are not ſuffici- 
ently underſtood for having the deſigned Effect; 
beſides, when a Man's Heart condemns him, it 
is not an eaſy Matter for another Perſon to per- 
ſuade him it is without Reaſon: For as the 
Poet ſays, 
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Extemplo quodeunque malo committitur, ig 
» Diſplicet Authori. Prima eft bæc ultio, 2 ſe 
Judice, nemo nocens abſolvitur, improba quam- 
VIS EY 


Gratia jallacis Prætoris vicerit urnam. * 
| IJuv. Sat. xiii. 


He that commits a Sin ſhall quickly find 

The preſſing Guilt lie heavy on his Mind ; _ 

Tho' Bribes or Favours ſhouid aſſert his Cauſe; 

Pronounce him guiltleſs, and elude the Laws: 

None quits himſelf; his own impartial Thought 

Will damn, and Conſcience will record the 
Fault, CREECH« 


Such Reaſonings to one that reads, and believes 
the Scriptures, will never ſuppreſs the Checks of 
Conſcience, or allay the Fears of an Aftereſtate 
of Puniſhments. | 
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Conſeia mens ut cuique ſua et, ita concipit 
intra 
Pectora pro facto ſpemque metumque ſus. 
. F Ovid, Faſt, ib. i, 


Within the conſcious Breaſt of ev'ry Man, 

As good or bad, his Courſe of Life has been, 

So Hope or Fear prevails. 
| CRrEECH: 


Ag 


1 
As to the latter, though the Doctrines are 
moſt rational and true; yet they are too abſtract 
for a poor illiterate Country Farmer, or Tradeſ- 
man, who, when in Health, never poſſibly 
made one Reflection on theſe Things; and 
when on a ſick Bed, is conſequently very unfit 
to begin; beſides, the Chriſtian Scheme is ſo 
depreciate by theſe unguarded and looſe Reaſon- 
ings, that a dying Man, who, during his paſt 
Part of Life, never doubted of Chrif, and the 
Truth of his Doctrines, is in Danger of mak- 
ing his Exit a Sceptick as to Chriſtianity, or a 
declared Infidel by his Paſtor ; for if he reflect 
on the Scripture Repreſentations of a future State, 
and compares them with that of his Paſtor, he 
muſt ſee the Difference, and either doubt of the 
one or the other. In fine, my Lord, all the 
Hearers of the Preſbyterian Clergy, who are 
not Men of ſuch Senſe and Penetration (of 
which Number there are very few) as to have 
reaſoned themſelves into a Set of Principles with 
Regard to a future State, which are not to be 
eradicated, or defeated by the Aſſertions or me- 
taphyſical Arguments of their Paſtors, are ſent 
into Eternity by the Phyſicians, as they call 
themſelves, of their Souls, in Deſpair of Hap- 
pineſs, or with a preſumptive and unchriſtian 
Security, or a confus d, chimerical, and incon- 
ceivable Idea of it; and to imagine a Soul under 
theſe Circumſtances, hurried: into the Preſence - 
of God, is, I think, a very melancholy Proſ- 
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LETTER v. 


My Lord, 
I NOW proceed to give your Lordſhip 
4 View of the P. -lbyterian Clergy's De- 
portment in their VIIite to tho who ate under 
the Frowns of Fo tune, and grieved at the 
adverſe Turn of their worldly Affairs, or de- 
jected at the Loſs ob a Patent, Wite, Huſband, 
Child, near Relation, or int!mute Friend. To 
hear ſome of them on Occaſious of this Kind, 
= Lordſhip would imagine their Souls had 
leaſure in the Misfortunes and Adverſities of 
Mankind; for, when they viſit a Perſon, ſor- 
rowful at the unſucceſsful Turn of his Circum- 
ſtances in the World, they will, with Tongues, 
dipt as it were in Vinegar, repeat all his Miſ- 
managements, and aggravate them as highly as 
their Invention and Expreſſion are capable. And 
thoꝰ this Reflection is generally the Spring of all 


the Pain, Grief, and Melancholy that torment the 


Minds of People in ſuch a Situation, and what 
diſturbs their Tranquility, and. impairs their 
Happineſs, and conſequently what every bene- 
volent Man, every Lover of his Species, ought 
to endeavour to diſſipate or ſweeten ; they re- 
| | vive 
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vive and imbitter the Scene, and inſtead of dif- 
arming it of its Sting, which ought to be their 
Bufineſs, they load it with more poiſonous and 

ſmatting Venom. As to the Philoſophers a 
them, they think they effectually calm and com- 
fort the Minds of ſuch unhappy People, by 
telling them that their Loſſes tend to the Gaod 
of the Syſtem, or univerſal Scale of Beings, con · 
ſidered in the Whole, and are therefore not ta be 
_ complained of; but how far this will ſatisfy 

unlearned Men, the Character of moſt of their 

Pariſhioners, I refer to the Judgement and Ob» 
ſervation of the thinking World. Let us now, 
my Lord, imagine ourſelves Spectators of their 
Conduct in the Retirements of Perſons mourn- 
ing for the Loſs of the neareſt Relation, deateſk 
Friend, or moſt valuable Acquaintance, occaw 
ſioned by Death, or a Voyage or Jontney ta 
ſome — of the Globe, and we ſhall 
find them either and enlivening the 
it, as in the Inſtance imma 
preceding, with a Piece of Windows | 
As to the firſt, the Conduct of tha 
Perſon deceaſed, or gone a Voya ge or Journey, 
im falls under thaw: Confideration x 
every Fautepas they know him to have made; 
they will expoſe, and blacken to the higheſt 
Degree they can; and the Mourners will! not 
being chided and reprimanded with tha 
utmoſt Severity and Ill- nature, for regretting 
the Loſs, or ſhewing the Tenderneſs and ine 
vitable Sallies of Nature on ſuch — 
y 


Scene, or covering 
diately 


(5) 
will aſſure them, that if they pers 
fiſt they will draw down the Vengeance of 
Heaven upon them; and they will exhort them 
to thank the Almighty for the Diſpenſation, as 
being an Inſtance of his Love and Benevolence 
toward them. But if the Character of the 
Mourned cannot afford them a Field to vent 
their Spleen and Reproaches, (which, barring 
that of an Infant, their chief Patron, or one 
who has left them a Legacy, is not to be in- 
ſtanc'd) the Mourners become the Butt of their 
Invectives; all the Trips and Miſdemeanors of 
their Life, which they make it their Buſineſs 
to pry into, will be ript up, and painted in the 
moſt ſhameful Light that Ill- nature can invent; 
and tho? they ſhould be ſuch as Prudence, and the 
Good of Society make neceflary to be kept in 
Secrecy, they will be openly expoſed, and blaz'd 
Abroad in the moſt diſadvantageous Manner, 
provided the Perſon levelled at do not prevent 
them by that never-failing Remedy a Preſent, 
which a great many are not in Circumſtances to 
give. If this takes Place the Scene will be im- 
mediately changed, the Parſon will accompany. 
the Mourners even in Tears, and will preſent 
them all the pleaſant and diverting Proſpects he 
tan think of, and bring on the Stage every 
Thing he imagines will alleviate their Grief, 
— at the Expence of Truth, Decency, and 
Virtue. The Drops, which your Lordſhip and, 
I have ſeen to recover the drooping Spirits of a 
diſconſolate Widow, will, if ſuch is the _ 
iy they 
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they converſe with, be inſinuated, and ſhrewdly 
recommended as proper to be taken; and if 
the Parſon has not any Proviſion of this Kind 
to ſpare, he will endeavour to procure or recom- 
mend her to a Doſe ; but if he is well ſtock'd, 
he will generouſly offer her a Share; and it is 
ſeldom they are ill- provided, unleſs when a long 
or profuſe Liberality has exhauſted their Stores. 
An Inſtance of this Kind occurs to me juſt 
now, and I will give your Lordſhip the Nar- 
rative of it. | 
A Lady of your Lordſhip's Acquaintance 
and mine, a few Days after her Huſband was 
interr'd, had a Viſit from a Miniſter of a neigh- 
bouring Pariſh, who, after the ceremonial Part 
of his Viſit was over, began to be vaſtly merry 
and gay, and to endeavour to engage the Widow 
to join him; ſhe, on Account of Decency, 
could not be prevailed on; however, ſhe diſco- 
vered no Diſcontent at the Clergyman's Con- 
duct, and with a View to puſh on his chearful 
Diſpoſition, ſhe ply*d him very faſt with Bum- 
pers of good old Claret, till his Paſſions were 
raiſed to that Degree, that he could no longer 
conceal what, by the Sequel, appears to have 
been his Defign in this Viſit. Madam, ſays 
he, I have ſomething of Conſequence to impart 
to you, and beg you would give me a proper 
Opportunity.” The Lady was in her Bed- 
chamber, and had no Company with her but 
the Parſon and a young Lady, her Couſin, 


whom ſhe defired to retire to another Room; 
„ which 


(58) 
which Miſs Boche last did, leaving the Wi- 
dow and the Clergyman to a private Converſa- 
tion. The holy Father began thus: Madam, 
you have loſt your Husband, but pardon me 
to tell you the Loſs is very {mall ; he was a de- 
bauched Man, and very little regarded you 3 ry 
J hope you'll now get a Husband worthy 
Merit, He lived with you a « onfiderable Tim 
and, th ugh your Modeſty made it a Sekrer 
I am perſuaded, did not perform the matrimo- 
nia! Dates for you have had no Children, and 
I am confident the Fault was not on your 
Side: Heaven's! a Woman better made for 
Generation is not to be ſeen !”” With this Breath 
he graſped her in his Arms, and attempted to 
carry her from the Chair to the Bed; but ſhe 
diſengaged herſelf fo quick y, and chaſtiſed his 
Inſolence with {> ſmart a Blow of her Fiſt on 
his Face, that he was ſtruck with Confufion; 
and on her calling the Footman, he made her 
a very awkard Bow, precipitated down Stairs, 
mounted his Horle, and went off fadly,” I 
dare ſay, mortified at the Diſappointment, I 
had this Account of the Clergyman's Procedure 
from the Lady, and your Lordſhip knows ſhe 
is not capable of a Forgery of that Kind. 

I come now, my Lord, to put the finiſhing 


Stroke to the Presbyterian Clergy? s publick Life, 
by expoſing their Charity to the Poor ; and I 
mult tell your Lordſhip, that there is not one 
Part of their publick Office in which they im- 
pole more on Mankind: They exalt charitable 

Offices 
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Offices to the Skies, and exhort th eir Hearers 
to them with mightyWarmth and ſeeming Zeal, 
aſſuring them that what they give that Way is 
lent to God, who will return them ſeven- fold; 
but their own Practice openly proyes, that they 
don't believe God ſo generous ; for I dare ven- 
ture to ſay, there js not in the World, a Society 
of Men in their Circumſtances, more ſparing of 
their Charity; or who give fo cropertibabaly 
{mall a Part of their Income to the Relief of 
the Indigent. They, in Scotland have had the 
Face in their late Repreſentation of the Inſuffi- 
ciency of their Stipends for anſwering the Ex- 
pences neceſſary to their Character, calculated 
their annual Desburſements to the oor to a- 
mount to betwixt three or four Pounds; but 1 
ehallenge one in fifty of them to doc ment the 
half, or taking one Year with another, the 
third of the Sum laid out in that Way. Let 
the Poor of their Pariſh, or the vagrant Beg- 
gars be examined, and Pil anſwer for it they 
will acknowledge, that they get, if not greater, 
at leaſt as great or liberal an Alms, at the Door 
of a Farmer, or poor T radefſman, who has 
not a Peck of Meal but what his Work from 
Day to Day procures him, as at the Gate of 
their Pariſh Miniſter : And as to the vuppli- 
ann who come to their Honſes, recommended 
by Synods, Preſbyteries, &c. if they give them 
three, or four, or fix Pence, they make the 
Kirk-Treafurer re-imburſe them, and ſtate it to 


the Account of the Publick, The Time they 
12 1 - helbw 
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beſtow moſt of their Charity is at the Collec- 
tions on the Sundays; but then this amounts at 
the Year's End, only to a Trifle; for ſeldom 
they exceed a Half-penny each Time, and in a 
whole Year the Sum is only two Shillings and 
two Pence: And there are Numbers of them 
who ordinarily give no more than the third of a 
Half-penny (which is a Coin uſed in Scotland, 
and paſſes by the Name of a Boadle) and then 
the yearly Amount is only ſeventeen Pence, and 
two of theſe Pieces. Some of them, the Sun- 
day they adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, will give fix Pence ; but as this is only 
at moſt once in a Year, the Sum cannot much 
accumulate. Allowing for what they give when 
aſſiſting their Brethren on ſacramental Occa- 
ſions, Iaffirm, that the moſt liberal of them, at 
the Year's End, ſhall not exceed five Shillings; 
or, that including their weekly Deſburſements 
to the Poor, the Sum ſhall be within fifteen 
hillings. If the Generality of them would be 
ingenuous, and note down the Money they give 
out to the Poor, I'll venture to ſay, on ſummin 
the Whole, a Third of the Money they — 
to give to the Poor, would be found the Total 
from the firſt of January to the thirty- firſt of 
December. In Boroughs, where they preach 
thrice in a Week, the Expence at Collections is 
no Doubt more, but far ſhort of what they re- 
preſent it; and as to their private Charity, it 
is the ſame as that of their Brethren's in the 
Counuy. Their Contributions to the Relief 4 
| tne 


a 
the Poor are very inconſiderable, and in a great 
many Inſtances they oppreſs or impoveriſh 
them; as, when they exact Days Work from 
r People, who have no other Way of gain- 
ing their Bread than by their daily Labour, and 
by their writing the Teſtaments of poor People 
in their Pariſh, If a poor Man, or Woman, 
on their Death-bed, ſend for a Parſon to write 
their Teſtament, allowing the Whole to be be- 
queathed is no more than eight or nine Sheep, 
he muſt have one of the beſt for his Pains, tho 
the Executors ſhould not be worth one Shilling, 
and poſſibly be burdened with Debts of the Tet 
tator's equal to a Third of the Legacy. 

In ſhort, as I have already obſerved, I don't 
believe there are Men in the World, of their 
annual Income, who contribute leſs to ſupply 
| the Wants of the Poor: Their Narrowneſs of 
Soul, on Occaſions of this Nature, is extraor- 
dinary ; ; and I juſt now recolle& one Inſtance 
which your Lordſhip will be = 4 at, and 
every one who is a Stranger to t Conduct. 
In a neighbouring Pariſh to that where I lived, 
there was an old Man, whom the Infirmities of 
old Age confined to his Couch, and the Viciſſi- 
tudes of Fortune had reduced to the Neceſſity of 
being obliged for his daily Bread to the Boun- 
ty of his Neighbours, and ſuch charitably diſ- 
poſed People as were acquainted with his neceſ- 
ſitous Situation; on a Repreſentation of his 
poor Condition to the Kirk-Seſſion of the Pa- 
riſh he-lived in, it was agreed he ſhould have 

weekly 


( 62 


Pence Half- penny; The firſt Time be received 
r from the Hands of the Miniſter, who 
eſired to be the Bearer, with a View you ſhall 
preſently be informed of: The, Man, the pre- 
ceeding . Year, had reſerved of his Moveables 
three, Sheep, which he had fold in the Spring of 
the then current Year, to pay, for halt a Boll 
of Meal he had bought the by-paſt, Winter 
The Sheep were affected by the ſmall Tithes of 
the Pariſh, which the Miniſter had in his He 
chat Vear, with three Pence, which the Orme 
bad paid all to a Half-penny and a one Third, 
The Parſon, after telling him he had brought 
Re ſmall Thing the Seſſion, bad allowed 
him, aſked him if he remembered that he was 
due to bim a Falf- penny and one Third, 
The poor Man ſaid he did, but, was not in a 
Condition to pay him at that Time, as that Mo- 
pe from the,Seflion, was exactly the Price of 


* 


alf a Peck of Meal, Which was all he had cer- 


7 * 


* 


tainly to depend on for his Subſiſtence that 
Week ; and, with Tears in bis Eyes, begged, 
that if the Miniſter would not . diſcharge him 
that ſmall Debt, he would be ſo goodras give 
him Credit for it till next, Weck. The 5 
ritable Parſon, replied, What if you die before 
that Time? I ſhall then loſe it:? Well then, 
ſays the Man, God will reward you ;” but the 
| Paſtor, it appeared, thought that was not to 
be; depended on; for he retained what Mo- 
ney was due to him, and chided the poor Man, 


calling 


weekly out of the publick Collections three 
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calling him diſhoneſt, &c.. However, he had. 
better given him fifty Times the Sum; for by 


his ſtaying quibbling about the Half penny — 


one Third, his Horſe, who was tied to the 
Door, expoſed to a violent Storm of Hail, and 
2 moſt penetrating Froſt, was ſeized with 2 
Trembling over his'whole Body, and fell down. 
dead on' his Maſter's mounting him; ſo that 


Providence ſeemed to puniſh his niggardly and 
pleaſed, 


ha et pms Spirit, which I was 'vaſtly 

I have, my Lord, aſſerted potting with 
regu to the Preſbyterian Clergy's Charity, but 
vrhat is con ſiſtent with my Knowledge, what I 


have witneſſed; for they not only don't con- 
ceal from their Right- hands what their Left do, 


but not from their Neighbours and Acquain- 
tances who * * at the Pains to olikerys 
them. - 

1 have now, my Lord, done wich That 1 
propoſed to ſay on the publick Life of the Preſ- 
rian Clergy,” and I hope I have expoſed it 
in ſuch a Light, as to confirm your Lord 
in'the Opinion you always had of it, and juſti y 
your calling it an unchriftian Scene, an Exprei- 
ſion ſo emphatick and apropos, that it merits aft 
Huzza, and Rank among the Elegances of 


Cicero, The Scotch Preſbyterians ate not ſin- 


gular; for, from my Acquaintance with the 
Preſbyterian Clergy abroad,” and Obſervation 
of their Conduct, I could never find the ſmall- 
eſt Reaſon that merited their 8 Life, be- 


wg exempted from the Title your Lordſhip 
gives 


ea. Re 
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gives it, of unchriſtian, unleſs their exceeding 


their Brethren in Scotland in Myſticks and En- 
any modern Preachers 
among them, as the Scorch now have, can plead. 

In their Favours, which I don't- think it can. 
I have heard them preach, catechize, diſ- 
courſe in their Viſits of Families, of the Sick 
and Dying, and of the Afflicted and Diſconſo- 
late: I have ſeen their Conduct to the Poor in 
moſt Parts of Germany, Poland, Hungary, 


thuſiaſm, and not having 


— &c. where they are tolerated, and ad- 
the] former Excepti 


frved the ame U 


—5 only that the Ge- 


— the Natives of F who are of 


this Order are Moderns, and the others Phana- 
ticks, of the ſame Kidney with the old Scotch 
and Foreigners: And it would be unreaſonable. 
to imagine any Alteration in the Conduct of 
thoſe who are in the Plantations abroad, as they 
have had their Inſtruction and Licenſe at home, 


or at leaſt from ſuch as have had it there; be- 


ſides, dy all the Accounts I have of them, | 
are the very ſame ; fo that the publick Life of 
the Preſbyterian Clergy appears to be the ſame 
in all Parts of the World, where they have a 
Footing ; and though the Scotch may appear to 
be particularly aimed at in this and preceeding 


Letters, I beg your Lordſhip will underſtand 


me as painting the Character of the whole Or- 
dk; 


ion, I never could 
— leaſt Difference betwixt their Con 
—.— that of the Scofch. I have had the 
in England, and always ob- 
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der; and that the only Reaſon for my picking 


them out, was, that I was more capable of ſifting 
their Conduct, and thereby of giving a more 
adequate Idea of the whole Order. It is now 
my Buſineſs to entertain your Lordſhip with 
an Account of their private Life, which will, 
if poſſible, more effectually leſſen them in your 
Eyes: But a little Time to breathe, will, I 
preſume, be agreeable to your Lordſhip, and 
abſolutely neceflary for me; I therefore take my 
Conge of you at this Time, wiſhing what I 
have wrote you may ſuit your Taſte and De- 
fire, and ſecure me your Friendſhip, which I 
ſet the higheſt Value on, and ſhall ever purſue 
with the utmoſt Zeal and Ambition while I 
have the Honour to bee _ 
HN an e Yours," cc. 


P. S. Your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to ob. 
ſerve, that in characteriſing the Presbyterian 
Clergy, I don't mean to include the Whole, 
without an Exception. There is no Society of 
human Beings where there is not ſome good 
Characters, and it is ſo in this; but they 
are ſo few, that they bear no Proportion to the 
other Side of the Scale, and therefore mention- 
ing them would have rather been an Advantage” 
than any Diſadvantage to my Deſign, as it 
would have ſurpriſed your Lordſhip to have ſeen 
ſo general a Rule with ſo fe, Exceptions. 
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2 un Chat, un Chate, & un Rolle, un 7 
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My Lon d, 


1 had this Day the Honour of your Lordſhip's 


Letter, 3 at the Spa, and I congratulate 
you on the Diverſions of that romantic Place, 
and acknowledge your withdrawing from the 


Scene ſo long as to write to me, merits my deep- 
eſt, Attention, and higheſt Gratitude. The 


Satisfaction your Lordſhip is pleas'd to expreſs 


with my Hiſtory of the public Life of the 
Preſbyterian Clergy, touches me with a moſt 


ſenſible Pleaſure, and does infinitely more than 


compenſate for my Trouble; and your deſiring 
me to proceed to that of their Private, ener- 
vates all the Objections that made me heſitate ſo 
long. I take your chiding me with Delay, as 
a Piece of Familiarity I have Reaſon to value 


myſelf on : But I beg you'll be perſuaded that 
it 
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it was not owing to Lazineſs, but to a Fear of in- 
terrupting you in the Amuſements of that ſweet 
Place you are at. It's true indeed, the human 
Mind is fond of Novelty ; and Variety and a 
Change of Scenes, tho? to the worſe, ſeldom 
fail of being a Recreation to it. I heartily wiſh 
this may be the Effect of the Proſpects I am 
now to open up to your Lordſhip : I can pro- 
miſe they are not all to be ſeen at the Spa, un- 
leſs there is ſettled there of late a Company of 
Preſbyterian Preachers, which I preſume your 


Lordſhip would have appriz'd me of, at leaſt 


I am perſuaded the Gazette Writer would not 
have been filent on ſo remarkable an Event. 
The Facts contain'd in the Hiſtory I am 
now engaged to give your Lordſhip, are of 
ſuch a Nature, that T am in vaſt Perplexity 


of Thought how I ſhall word them juſtly and 
conſiſtent with the Politeneſs J ought to obſerve 
in correſponding with one of your Birth and 


Character. The Theme would juſtify a Pen dipt 


in the Obſcenity of Meurſius, Rocheſter, Dor- 


fet, or the Author of Don B-— 0; and your 
Lordſhip knows my Undertaking won't ad- 


mit of my paſſing it in Silence: I ſhall however 


ſtudy to touch it with as clean a Pen as I can, 
without veiling what is my Buſineſs to expoſe ; 


and tho* I know your Lordſhip has too fine 
an Education and Taſte, to approve of Bawdy- 
Actions or Language, I am likewiſe perſuaded” 
you have more good Senſe than to be offended ©. 


at the latter, when it is inſeparable from a Nar- 
K 2 rative 
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rative, in which one has, for laudable Reaſons, gi 
engaged himſelf: to employ his Tongue or Pen, 1 
I ſhall obſerve in this Part of the Hiſtory the ar 
ſame Method as I did in the former, and for by 
Reaſons there given, make the Scorch the Look- 
ing-glaſs wherein your Lordſhip may ſee the le 
true Phy ſiognomy of the whole Order; and to di 
prove the juſtneſs of its Reflection, ſhall bring th 
ſeveral Originals from abroad to compare with m 
it. Y Ir 
I need not tell you, My Lord, that the Preſ- P 
byterian Clergy arrogate to themſelves that Cha- v 
racter which that wiſe Preacher and Founder | P 
of Chriſtianity Jeſus gave to his Apoſtles, viz. as 
the Light of the World, which it is univerſally ſe 
agreed implies their being by their Precept and 0 
Example, both in public and private Life, the ſe 
Inſtructors and Patterns of true Virtue and Re- p 
ligion: But how far they are entitled to this 9 
Character by their publick Conduct, I have t 
already ſhewn you, and how reaſonably they 1 
can claim it by their private Deportment, ſhall tl 
be examin'd in this and after Letters. n 
The private Character of a Miniſter of Chriſt, N 
according to the Apoſtle Paul, whoſe Judgment SG a 
and Authority I fancy the Preſbyterians won't diſ- t 
pute, conſiſts in Holineſs, Juſtice, Coolneſs of I 
Temper, Patience, Sobriety, Temperance, Hoſ- 
pitality, in not being opiniate, revengeful and 
covetous. Titus i. 7, 8. A Biſhop, ſays that learn- 


a 

c 

ed Apoſtle, muſt be blameleſ5, not ſelf-wilPd, not x 

ſoon angry, not given to Wine, no Striker, not | 
given 
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given to filthy Lucre, a Lover of Hoſpitality, a. 
Lover of good Men, ſaber, juſt, holy, temperate ;, 
and to that he adds, 1. Tim. ili. 3. patient, no, 
brawler, not covetous. ads 64> 
This I ſay is the Rule which Paul, the only 
learned Apoſtle, preſcribes for the private Con- 
duct of a Miniſter of the Goſpel; and how far 
the Preſbyterian Clergy obſerve it, I Hall im- 
mediately examine, after I have made this Re- 
mark, that what that judicious and philoſophical * 
Preacher ſays of their being the Huſband of one 
Wife, I have paſs'd by for this Reaſon, that the 
Preſbyterians, as the World knows, explode it, 
as not at all orthodox, or neceſſary to be ob- 
ſervd, and that I want to argue from their 
own profeſſed Principles, and not to give Rea- 
ſon to fay I have cenſur'd them for what they 
profeſs as no Article of their Faith, and conſe- 
quently impertinent to my Purpoſe, which is 
to expoſe the Inconſiſtency of their Conduct 
with their eſtabliſh*'d Formula. The reſt of 
the Ingredients with which the learned Apoſtle 
makes up the private Character of a worth 
Miniſter of Chriſtianity they acknowledge right, 
and indiſpenſible, and if I can make appear 
that their Practice is inconſiſtent or void of them, 
I have gain'd my Point. | 
The Apoſtle's Epithet of Slameleſi includes 
all the other Qualities or Virtues he makes ne- 
ceſſary to be practisd by a Clergyman, and my 
proving or ſhewing it inapplicable to the Men 
I have now under Conſideration, would x ſuf⸗ 
cient 


ADS IL 
ficient for my Purpo d not 
without touching on all theBranches into which 
the Apoſile divides it, and therefore I rather 
chuſe to paſs the general Epithet, and make uſe 
of the Particulars of which it is made up; and 
if I can make appear that the Parts are want- 
ing, it will never be diſputed, that the whole 


[7 


can't exiſt, -- Not ſel/-wilPd; I have ſhewn your 


Lordſhip chat in their public Life they are ſtiff 


and dogmatical to the higheſt Degree, and that 


they are the ſame in private Life, I could even 
refer to their own Adherents and moſt intimate 
Acquaintances; to endeavour to beat them out 


of their Notions and Opinions would be a 
vain Attempt, a meer beating of the Air; they 


have ſuch an exalted Notion of their own 
| Senſe and Judgment, that they imagine them- 


ſelves incapable of erring, or at leaſt that it is un- 
worthy and diſgraceful to own it: So that tho? 


Demonſtration ſhould be againſt them, they 
will continue in their Aſſertions, and rather 
than own their Conviction, ſacrifice their Inte- 
reſt, or drop the moſt valuable Friendſhip. 
What Pope ſays of particular Perſons, 


But ſorne perſiſting Fools there are we know, 


Who if once Wrong, will needs be always ſo, 


is aplicable to the Generality of them: For they 
are Proof againſt the Advice of a Father, Bro- 
ther, neareſt Relation, or deareſt Friend, and 


if they don't ſuſpect theirSincerity and good In- 


tention, 


o 
* . 
* 


ſe; but I could not do this 
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tention, they will theſe Knowledge, and fa 
they are miſtaken, A Man of Solomon's i 
dom and Cicero's Elocution, though he might 
demonſtrate them in the wrong, yet would 
not make them acknowledge it, An Aſſem- 
bly, Synod, or Preſbytery, may all join in 


ſentencing them miſtaken ; but they will ill 


perſevere in affirming themſelves to be i in the 
right: He muſt be an entire Stranger to their 
Conduct who has not ſeen or heard Inſtances of 
this Nature; for my Part, I have been a Wit- 
neſs to many ſuch at home and abroad, 

In Scotland a few Years ago, a Preacher, who 
was an Aſſiſtant to a crazy Parſon, got ſo far 
into the good Graces of his Landlady the Par- 
. Wife, and Daughter, as to engage them 

to perſuade the poor delirious Man to conſent 

to, and apply for his being fettled as his CO- 


1 and Sucoeſſor; the Importunity of the 


Wife and Daughter gain d the Conſent of the 
diſorder'd Man; and the Aſſiſtant immediately 
applied to his Brethren (having obtain'd the Ap- 
probation of ſome of the Heritors, who were 
Men that did not intereſt themſelves further i in 
Kirk Affairs of that Nature, than to oblige a 
Friend who applied to them) to proceed in Form 
to his Settlement. The moſt of his Friends 
diſſuaded him from the Attempt, and ſhew'd 
him the Oppoſition he would meet with was 
inſurmountable; but their Advice was to no 
Purpoſe, he repreſented the Affair to the Preſ- 
bytery, Ms Majority whereof diſapprov'd of i wy 
N is 
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In ſhort, he KEY it to theAfembly, whereke 
was likewiſe caſt. This one ſhould think was 
ſufficient to convince him he was in the 
Wrong, and that the Advice of his Friends was 
Good and Right: But it had by no Means this 
Effect; for he {till perſiſted in his Opinion, 
and made no Secret to ſay he was injur'd, and 
that he was in the right, and all his Oppoſites 
miſtaken and wrong. I Eave ſeen parallel In- 
ſtances to this in ſeveral Countries abroad, and 
particularly I remember one that happened at 
Antwerp, 1748. The Dutch have the Pri- 
vilege of having a Preſbyterian Miniſter al- 
low'd to preach and reſide in that Town; I 
50 ot acquainted with him, and went once to 

ear him, and ſee his Congregation, which I 
think conſiſted of about nine or ten Perſons; 
he came to my Lodgings one Afternoon, and 
among other Things told me he was to write 
to the Dutch Reſident at Bruſſels, to demand 


Satisfaction of a Prieſt who had intruded on 


his Charge ſo far as to viſit ane of his Con- 
gregation —_ was dying, and had made a 
Convert of him. I told him, as I did not 


underſtand the Extent of his Privileges, - I 


could not adviſe, him; but thought he ſhould + 
conſult ſome Lawyer, or his Brethren in Hol. 
land, who had plac'd him there, to know if 
the Prieſt had encroached- on his Privilege or 
not, before he ſhould addreſs the Reſident, - or 
Embaſſador as he call'd him. No, ſays be, * 


am ſure of it,” Accordingly he wrote, and bad 
for 
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for Return, that he, the Reſident, would not 
demand Redteſs for what he was not ſure to 
be a Grievance, or inconſiſtent with his Privi- 
leges. He wrote next to the States and the Cler- 
gy, who jointly return'd him their Orders not 
to meddle in Things of that Nature, as being 
what could not be effectuated or obtain'd on 
his Eſtabliſhment ; but he was not fatisty'd with 
this, and thinking himſelf Rill in = Right, 

applied to the Biſhop of Antwerp, who an- 
{wer'd his Complaint as it deſerv'd : But this 
did-not- hinder him from affirming he, was in 
the right, and the Opinion of Lawyers, Stateſ- 
men, and his own Brethren wrong. In 
ſhort, my Lord, the Inſtances that might be 
aduc'd of their Obſtinacy in the moſt trifling 
Things are innumerable; and if ever you have 
an Opportunity of converſing their Neigh- 
bours, or Perſons who, have had Buſineſs with 
them, or intimately acquainted with their Con- 
duct, I dare affirm they will agree with me 
in calling them ſelf-will'd : And indeed it is 
not to be expected they ſhould be otherwiſe, 
as Opiniatry is inſtilld into them with th 
Rules of their Rudiments and Grammar: 
by far the greater Number of them are of a _ 
and low Extraction, who have been obliged to 


chaxitable Funds for their Education, and 
never been in apy ather Company than School- 
_ maſters, Who are generally enthuſiaſtic, dog- 
matic Pedants, or the Parſon of the Pariſh they 
bave been educated! in, whoſe Intereſt is all 

L they 


CASE 
poſſibly have to depend on, for procuring 

y x a Livelihood; ſo that it becomes their 
Buſineſs to pleaſe bim in every Thing, and to 
call in Queſtion the Veracity of his Inſtructions, 
or the Fitneſs of his Example to be imitated, 
would be blaſting all their future Hopes of a 
Settlement; and when they come to be Cler- 
gymen, it is not to be ſuppos'd they will diveſt 
themſelves of theſe Principles they have acted 
from in the paſt Part of their Lives, and which 
they ſee predominant in their Society. Be- 
ſides, it is almoſt morally impoſſible they ſhould 
not be ſell· will d; for it is an Obſervation that 
holds true in general, that Men who have had 
no other Education, than what is commonly 
taught at Grammar-ſchools and Colleges, and 
never been in other Company than that of their 
"Maſters, when they come out into the World 
of Action, they imagine themſelves, if not ſu- 
perior, at leaſt equal to the reſt of Mankind in 
Wit and Judgment, and that their Perſons me- 
rit Reſpect, and their Opinions Applauſe. 

They are tenacious to the hi gbeſt Degree, 
and all in a Fire with the Spirit of Contradic- 
tion. This, I fay, is generally to be obſerv'd, 
and of all Men, the Preſbyterian Clergy are 
the moſt unlikely to merit Exception ; for they 
have the ſmalleſt Opportunity of ſhaking off 
thoſe Prejudices of Education, of any Men I 
know, and the greateſt Temptation to adhere 
to them: They ſeldom or ever enjoy the Com- 
pany and Converſation of Gentlemen of on 
| a 
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and polite Education, and ſee nothing of the 
true Greatneſs of Soul, and the Fruits of real 
Learning, Their whole Time is ſpent among 
People of low Birth and narrow Education, 
who think and reſpect them as Men of great 
Learning and profound Knowledge; and not 
only follow their Precepts, but copy their Ex- 
ample. Thoſe are very powerful Motives to 
Pride and Opiniatry, and very fit to work on 
the human Mind, which jumps at every thing 
that has anAppearance of aggrandiſing it. How 
natural is it for the Son of a poor Weaver, 
Taylor, or other Tradefman, of no Credit or 
Reputation in the World; who coming from 
the College a Maſter of Arts, finds his poor 
Relations and Acquaintances, who formerly 
paid him no more Reſpe& than they did the 
Son of any other Neighbour, who was poſhbly 
a Shepherd, calling him Maſter by his Name, 


and faluting him as they would a Gentleman, 


giving the utmoſt Attention to every Thing he 
ſays or does, and praiſing him as a Man of 
great Learning: I ſay, how natural is it for ſuch 
an one to be puft'd up with Vanity, at ſeeing 
himſelf the chief Man of his Family, or poſ- 
fibly Name, and to imagine himſelf on a Level 
with Gentlemen, as he has obtain'd a Mr. be- 
fore his Name, both in Rank and Knowledge ? 
And when he gets to be a Clergyman, his Opi- 
nion'of himſelf is more likely to augment than 
diminiſh, Thus is it that I think the Birth 
and Education of the Preſbyterian Ciergy migh- 

| L 2 tily 
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tily unqualifies them for acting up to that Fart 
of the Character the Apoſtle makes neceffary 
for a Miniſter of the Goſpel; and I am ſure 
their Conduct is directly oppoſite, as I have 
alteady hinted. They are an obſtinate Set of 
Men, prepoſſeſsd with their own Knowledge 
ſo far as to be above the Advice of other Men, 
and as the French well obſerve, 1] n'y A rien 

incommiode dans le Comerce de la Vie qu un 
bomme enttte de ſon Merite et Sageſſe. 

The next Ingredient which the Apoſtle men- 
tions, as neceſſary in the Compoſition of the 
Character, in private Life, of a Goſpel Miniſter, 
is, not ſoon angry; a Quality which mightily 
adorns the Character, and facilitates the Prac- 
tice of the other Duties incumbent on bim: 
But 1 am ſorry 1 muſt ſay this Ornament rarely 
appears in the Conduct of the Men under Con- 
fideration, and the Reaſon is pretty obvious; 
they conceive ſuch an high Opinion of the 
Dignity of their Office, and the Reſpect they 
merit on that Account, from every other Indi- 
vidual of the human Species, that when in 
Company and Converſation they tneet not with 
that Degree of Reſpect they imagine themſelves 
entitled to, though with as much as they merit, 
they think themſelves affronted, and give wa 
to the Paſſion of Anger without the lea 


Check. 


They give no Allowance to Ignorance, Want 
of Education, or Principle and Sentiment; which, 
in Caſes of that Nature, ought to be attended 

| to 
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to: For ſappoſe an ignorant ruſtic Fellow 
fail of giving that Honour to a Man that was 
really due to him from Men in an inferior 
Station in Life, and that he. ſhould even drop 
a few impertinent Sentences; would not a 
cool and ſedate Man rather pity than be angry 
with ſuch an one ? Suppoſe another Man of 
Birth and Education ſhould not have ſuch a 


high Opinion of a Man's Merit as it really de- 


 ſerv'd, and "therefore fail in the Degree of 


Reſpect the Character was entitled to; would 
any Man that was not ſoon angry be offended 
at ſuch a Perſon, who had paid him all the Re- 
gard he thought due to him? Would he fly 
in a Paſſion at one for his Sentiments, without 
knowing the Reaſons he had for them ? If he 
did, he could never with Reaſon. lay claim to 
that Character of the Apoſtle. But ſuch Treat- 
ment to the Preſbyterian Clergy would meet 
with no Excuſe. Ignorance and Sentiment 
don't at all alleviate the Affront, and frequent- 
ly Confeflion, Repentance and Amendment, 
are not able to deſtroy the Seeds of Revenge; 
and what a late great Poet ſaid of himſelf on 
his Death- bed, the by far greater Part of them 
may acknowledge, when in that Situation. 


Vex'd at ſome Trifle, I the War began, 
And when once angry, ne'er forgave the Man. 


Almoſt innumerable are the Inſtances I have 
ſeen of this at home and abroad; I have ſeen 
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them put on a Gloom at a poor Country Fel. 


low, for ſpeaking to them with his Hat or 


Bonnet on his Head, or paſſing them without 


giving them a Salutation ; and after twenty 
Bows, and humble Expreſſions of the Neglect, 
refuſe him a Pardon, or ever afterwards look 
on him with an agreeable Countenance. I 
have ſcen their Veins heav'd up, and their 
Blood colouring their Skin, on a Nobleman or 
Gentleman giving the Preference in a Place at 


his Table, or in his Converſation, to any other 
of his Gueſts, though ſuperior in Birth, Cha- 


racer, and Education to them; and I have heard 
them ſpit out Invectives, and declare an im- 
placable Reſentment on that Account. We, 
they would fay, are the Embaſſadors of Chriſt; 


we repreſent him on Earth, and conſequently 


we challenge ſu;erior Reſpect to any other 
Men.“ They don't conſider that it is not the 
Office a Man is in, that claims the Honour, 


but his Behaviour in it. A King forfeits the 
Honour and Homage due to that Character, 


-when he acts inconſiſtent with it; nor do they 


conſider whether the Man they think has fail'd 
in the Reſpe& due to that Character, believes 
them entitled to it. Should a Man aſſume the 
Title of an Embaſſador or Envoy, and the Court 
at which he pretends to act in that Station, 

finds his Credentials defective and invalid, they 
can't be blam'd for denying him the Honours 


due to that Character: But theſe Conſiderations 
never occur to them, they are perſuaded of their 


Merit 
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Merit and Right to the Title they take, and 
whoever is not, they think deſerves their Anger | 
and Reſentment, - © | 

I remember to be at the Houſe of a certain 
Nobleman in Scotland, who was of the Non- 
jurors Principles, and as we were fitting down 
to: Dinner, a Preſbyterian Clergymen came in; 
the Nobleman - roſe half up from his Chair, 
aſk'd him how he did, and order'd a Servant 
to bring a Chair and Cover for the Parſon; and 
as far as I could obſerve, bebav'd to him during, 
and after Dinner, with ſufficient Politeneſs, tho 
I know he was not fond of ſuch Gueſts, But 
it ſeem'd Maſs Fohn did not think he addreis'd 
a due Share of the Converſation to him, or gave 
him a proper Place at his Table, at which he 
appear'd vaſtly angry; and though- he had not 
the Impudence in Words in the . tn to 
ſignify his Diſcontent, it was eaſy to diſcover 
it in his Geſture, as the Nobleman and ſeveral 
at Table took Notice of, and made merry with 


after he was gone. I lay, though. he only be- 


tray d his Rage at that Time by the Motions of 


bis Face and Body, he - afterwards declar'd it to 


the World in the moſt public Manner he was 
capable: For his Congregation were told of it 
— the Pulpit, his Brethren at the Preſbytrie, 
and it was the Subject he entertain'd his Viſi- 
tors with, In ſhort, every thing he could ſay, 
or do, to blacken the Character of that worthy 
Nobleman, was his Study and Employment ; 
but the Grandeur of the Theme he touch'd, 
Was 
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was too well eſtabliſh'd to ſuffer the ſmalleſt 
Diminution from the combin'd Power of all 
of his Coat; and where he thought to caſt an 
Obloquy, he gave a manifeſt Encominm.' 
A parallel Inſtanee, I remember to witneſs at 
Koning ſberg, the Metropolis of Pruſſia, Count 
Sts, once Col. of a Regiment of Horſe in the 
Kingof Priffa's Service, a Man, if of any Reli- 
gion, , Latheran, did me the Honor one Day to 

te me to dine with him at his Country Sear, 
a'few Miles from Town, his Miſs was a 'Preſ- 
byterian, and a Creature of the French Calviniſt 
Parſon of that City; it appeat'd ſhe had, with- 
out the Count's Knowledpe,-inyited the Clergy- 
man to Dinner; for as we were juſt ſet down at 
Table, he came in, and ſhe inadvertently ſaid, 
ſhe was ſurpriz d he had ſtaid ſo long. Tbe 
Count ſhe wd him abundance of Civility, tho? 
J could fee it was forc'd ; but becauſe he ad- 
dteſꝰd the moſt of his Converſation to another 
Gentleman and me, he ſtorm'd, and I over- 
Heard him to Madam: Fe wor que je me 
uit pas bien Venu, au Mon. le Comte, i en 
irai mais flitez vous le (row, je vous en prie 


gue je ſuis bien ſenſible qu'il à mepriſo ma Com- 
pagnib ajurd hui et que f eſpere d avoir une Oo- 


cafion de te Faire ſe repentire, on which hewent 


away, and 1 affure your Lordſhip,” he was 
as good as his Word; for the Count, à fes 
Days after had an Affair with a Captain of 
Horſe, which the Parſon profited" of to the 
Dindrantage of the Conn, who was obliged to 

ſhun 
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ſhun the Art he made Uſe of to ſecure him, to 
leave the Country, and to paſs his Time in 
Dantzich, till the Affair was determin'd. How 
improportionable was this Reſentment to the 
Cauſe ! But, as the Poet ſays 5 


At Vindifta lonum vita jucundius iffa, 
Nempe hoc Indocti, quorum præcordia Nullis 
Interdum, aut levibus uideas flagrantia Gaufis 


Nyantulucungue adeo oft occafio, ſuſtais Ire. 
Ju v. Sat. xiii, 


But, my Lord, what is yet more extraordi- 
nary is, that it is not only with People of dif- 
ferent Perſuaſion, or Inferiors of their own 
Faith, they are ſoon angry, but likewiſe with 
one another. The moſt minute and trifling 
Cauſe will ſet them by the Ears. I remember 
to be at a Preſbytery in Scotland, where two of 
the Members betray'd their Paſſion in a moſt 
Manner; and tho' they were prevented 
from fighting, which I am perſuaded would 
have enſued, if the reſt of their Brethren had not 
interpos'd, yet they were not from a moſt un- 
worthy Reſentment. The Affair was thus: In 
reading over the Minutes of the former Preſby- 
tery, one of the Members aſk'd the Moderator 
what Authority there was for ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance as was there recorded ? 

Another Member reply'd, that he thought, 
pointing to one of his Brethren, it was he was 
theAuthor; on which the Member ſtarted up in 

| + „3 
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a great Paſſion, ſaid ( Sir, it is falſe.” The other 
aſſerted, and immediately ſcurrilous Language 
and blackguard Names paſſed between them, 
and their Fiſts ſeemed ready to decide the 
Quarrel ; but the Authority of the Chairman, 
with great Difficulty, prevented the Engage- 
ment, but could not make a Reconciliation. 
The Member in the Affirmative calPd for his 
Horſe, and all the Intreaties of his Brethren to 
engage him to ſtay Dinner, prov'd vain; and 
tho? there was an Affair of Conſequence then 
under Conſideration, he mounted his Horſe, and 
told openly he would never fit in a Preſbytery 
with the Member of the Negative ; and never 
did as long as I was in the Country, which was 
twelve Months after. Beſides, both theſe Cham- 
—_ in publick and private Companies, never 
et flip an Occaſion of revileing each other. 
This happened in Preſence of ſeveral Laymen, 
who were there on Buſineſs, and it was re- 
ported in the Country, that the Preſbytery had 
had an inteſtine Engagement. So little are 
they Maſters of their Paſſions, that they can't 
conceal them from thoſe they know will put 
the worſt Conſtruction on them, and make a 
Handle of ſuch Sallies to their Diſadvantage. 
The next Branch of the Apoſtle's Character 
of a worthy Clergyman is, not given to Wine; 
and I can affirm, by far the greater Number of 
the Preſbyterian Clergy have no Title to it; for 
they are ſo much addicted to the Fruit of the 
Grape, that whenever they have it preſented 
is | them 
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them plentifully, 8 ſtop indulging 
themſelves with it, till their Brains are ſo much 
intoxicated, and their whole Frame ſo diſor- 
dered, that their Palates can no more rcliſh the 
Delicacies of Bacchus, nor | their Hands ſerve 
them to their Mouths: But no ſooner has Sleep 
recover'd them of this Overthrow, than they 
return with more Vehemence than formerly to 
a ſecond Charge of their Victor; and ſcorn to 


N quit the Field without a freſh Proof of his ſupe- 


rior Force. A Wound in the Stomach in a 
Conteſt with the God of Wine, they think an 
unworthy Excuſe for a Retreat; Legs, Hands, 
Eyes, Tongues, and all the internal Senſes muſt 
be render d incapable of performing their re- 
ſpective Offices, before they can with Honour 


allow of a Conqueſt, or lay down their Arms. 


I have frequently ſeen them in this Situation 
in their own Houſes, but more ſo in the Houſes 
of Noblemen and Gentlemen, and at publick 


lans, Preſby terial Occaſions, eſpecially at Or- 


dinations, and what is more ſhocking, at Fu- 

nerals and Sacraments. In their own Houſes, 
I have ſeen them fo entoxicated with Liquor, 

as not to be capable to move from their Chair 

without Help, and conſequently to. pray in 

their Families; at leaſt if they have been fo 

mad as to attempt it, to ſpeak either Blaſphemy, 

or fall aſleep in the Middle of a Sentence. 

I have ſeen of them in Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen's Houſes, carried out of Company by 
the Servants to a Bed-room, which next Day 

M'2 would 
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being ſenſible ; tho" I dare ſay ſhe was, if feel- 


we. heh I - 

would, with the Smell of their Vomit, Ge. 
ſtifled one to haye entered into, I have helped 
them to Bed, or ſupported them to their own 
Houſes, from publick Ale-houſes, when they 
could not ſtand on their Feet, nor pronounce 
ſcarce one Sentence of Senſe. And at Pref 
bytries, particularly when they have an Ordi- 
nation in Hand, it is nolour to all in the 
Neighbourhood where they are met, that 
there never fails to be ſeveral Inſtances of this 
Kind. I have witneſſed them at Funerals ſo 
overcome with Drink, as not to be able to walk 
without one under each Arm; and that when 
they have been called to conſole an afflic- 
ted Widow, or mourning Father, they have 
not been able to pronounce a Sentence to an 
End. I ſeldom have ſeen the Monday after 
their Sacrament paſs, without ſome of them be- 
ing viſibly drunk, In Scotland, I went one 
Day along with a young Clergyman to viſit a 
neighbouring Parſon ; we drank ſo liberally of 
his ſtrong Ale, that before Supper, our Land- 


lord and we were ſcarce able to talk without 


ſtammering : However, after Supper, the 


good Father invited us to renew the Charge, 


and briſkly led us on; but he aſſaulted with 
ſuch Fury, that the Attack could not be of 
long Continuance, and ſo it happened; for the 
ſecond Bottle knock'd him down, and lull'd 


him into ſo ſupine a Sleep, that my Comrade 


kiſs'd his Wife on the Bed by him, without his 
ing 
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ly fell aſleep, and my travelling Co 


1 | 
ing is to be judg'd of by the Motions of the 
Body. - ”% 


I remember another Scene of this Nature in 
Holland; 1 was going in C y with ano- 
ther Gentleman from Steenberg to Breda, and 
Night coming on, when we were about four 
Leagues of the Way, we reſol d to put up at the 
firſt Inn; accordingly we did, and found there 
a Preſbyterian Parton and his Wife; we ſupp'd 
together, and the Parſon propos d drinking 
Rheniſß Wine after Supper, accordingly a Bot- 
tle was calPd for, and we continu'd paſhing 
about the Glaſs, till the Reverend Preacher, on 


attempting to go to the Door, fell on the Floor, 


and was with much Difficulty privately carried 
by his Wife and I to Bed, when he immediate- 


got ſo far into Madam's good Graces, as to be 
permitted to officiate for her Huſband 'that 
Night; who, during the whole Intrigue, carried 
on at his Ear, never made the leaſt Stir, Many 
Inſtances might be aduc'd to what I 
have aſſerted, but I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip 
with only a few more, 2212 
I happened to be in a young Noblerr n's 
Houſe in Scor/2nd, when two Preſbyterian 
Clergymen came there ; they were defir'd to 
ſtay Supper, as the Nobleman had a Kirk 
Proceſs and was courting their Intereſt ; and 
after Supper. we drank pretty heartily, all the 
Company, exclufive of the Parſons, being oblig- 
to it, by the Intreaty and Example 2 0 5 
. and- 


| (86) 

Landlord : But really the Preachers plainly diſ- 
cover'd they did not plead Exemption, for they 
never miſs'd to help themſelves to a Bumper 
each Round, till at laſt they were fo drunk, that 
two Servants in the Family carried firſt one, 
and then the other to Bed; and before they 
left the Parlour, they gave very great Occaſion 
for a Mat. . 

I knew one who paſſeth for a true Miniſter 
of Chriſt, at the Funeral of a Gentleman in his 
Pariſh, leave the Company he was in, go to the 
Butler, and aſk for a Bottle of Brandy ; which 
having got, he went to a private Corner, and 
took with him a Woman who was a reputed . 
Drinker of Spirits, and they two in half an Hour 
drank out the Bottle of Brandy, The Parſon 
return'd to his firſt Company, and took his 
Share of what was there ; but the Mixture of 
Liquors wrought ſo on his Brain, that I had 
Difficulty to get him out of Company with- 
out a Fall; and though I got the Aſſiſtance of 
a Gentleman's Servant, found it impoſſible to 
get him home. He fell down, and made a Diſ- 
charge of his Potion ; and after ſleeping in the 
open Fields upwards. of an Hour, was with 
much Difficulty able to walk home. 

As for their getting drunk at Ordinations, it is 
Omnibus Notum, and the Inbabitants of Towns 
and Villages where their Preſbytery Synods and 
Aſſembilies meet, will, I am ſure, atteſt, that 
they have ſeen a Number of Inſtances of their 
being given to Wine, In Scotland, it is not now 

thought 
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thought remarkable or odd to ſee a Preſbyterian 
Miniſter drunk; and whoever examines their 
Conduct in other Countries, will, I am con- 
vinc'd, think it Matter of no Surprize to ſee 
them falling Victims to Bacchus as often as 


they have an Opportunity, and no Time ap- 


pears to them more apropos than Sunday Even- 
ing. I remember in Po/and, I was invited on 
a Sunday after Sermon, to paſs the Afternoon 
with a Preſbyterian Clergyman, and I own we 
did it in a very odd Manner, we ſmoak'd To- 
bacco, and drank Dantzick Waters, un eſpece 
de liqueur diablement fort, as the French ſay, 
till we were ſcarce able to look each other. in 
the Face. The Parſon attempting to ſee me to 
the Door, fell on the Floor, which was of Stone, 
and cut his Face in a moſt frightful Manner; 
and when a Surgeon was call'd, he found him 
evacuating not only at the Wound, but at the 
Mouth, Noſe, &c. which gave mighty Scan- 
dal in that Place. A parallel Inſtance to this 
I ſeed in my Father's Houſe: A Parſon of a Pa- 
riſh in the Neighbourhood was preaching on a 
Sunday in our Pariſh-Church, and his Subject 
was, exclaiming againſt Drunkenneſs, eſpecial- 


ly on Sunday; my Father invited him to ſup 


with him that Night, and order'd me to wait 
till he ſhonld come along with me, which I 
did, After Supper a Bowl of Punch was put on 
the Table, and without any Ceremony the pre- 
tended ſober Parſon continued drinking fairly, till 
a Gentleman in Company, and my Father, gave 

out, 
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out, and went to Bed; after which, I propos'd he 
and I ſhould have one Pint Hand to Fiſt, which 
he readily agreed to; but before it was done he 
fell a Sacrifice, and going up one Pair of Stairs to 
his Bed-room, leaning on my Shoulder, he fell 
with his Face againſt a Step of the Stair, and 
cut his Forehead moſt deſperately ; I endea- 
voured to ſtop the bleeding, but could not; his 
other Evacuations were ſo plentiful, that the 
Sheets and Room were obliged to be waſh'd 
the next Day. Iremember in Molland, I was with 
one of them on the Evening of his Sacrament 
Sunday, and that we drank White-wine to that 
Extent, that the Parſon's Houſe-keeper was 
obliged to beg my Aſſiſtance to help the holy 
Man to his Bed, which in a Moment he bedew'd 
with a Compoſition of the Wine we had been 
drinking. 5 
I could fill up a pretty large Volume with In- 
ſtances of their Drunkneſs, but ſhall trouble 
your Lordſhip with no more on this Occaſion; 
as what I have taken Notice of will, I am per- 
ſuaded, abundantly fatisfy you, I bid your Lord- 
ſhip adieu - at this Time, 
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My Lok p, 


MONG the other Characteriſticks with 
which the Apoſtle marks this private Life 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that of no Striker 
is one, and the firft that falls under Conſidera- 
tion in this Letter: And I muſt acknowledge. 
it is what the Gcnerality of the Preſbyterian 
Clergy may lay claim to. They have indeed no 
Manner of Temptation to a& the Part of 
Bruiſers ; for the Laws have ſufficiently pro- 
vided for the Security of their Skins. 
In Scotland, the Striking of a Preſbyterian 
Miniſter, is liable to no leſs Puniſhment than 
500 /. or the Right-Hand of the Striker, and 
as moſt Gentlemen look on their Tongues as 
incapable of hurting any but thoſe they com- 
mand, ſo they won't riſque the Fine to cha- 
ſtiſe their Inſolence: And they commonly have 
not Reſolution for ſo hazardous an Action, un- 
leſs when they are in a Mob, and then they 
have been ſeen to venture a Blow at them, 


. In 
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In Germany, the Calviniffs have their Per- 
ſons equally well fecur'd, in Holland the fame, 
and how they ſtand guarded in England, I 
ſhall not take upon me to fay ; but from the 
Tolleration they have, am apt to imagine the 
Law protects them on the Footing of Cler- 
gymen, at leaſt as Characters in Caſes of Bat- 
tery are very much regarded by the Judges, I 
don't doubt but their Coat prevents them often- 
times from being inſulted, and makes the Strik- 
ing of them more dangerous in its Conſequen- 
ces than that of a great many Laymen. 

But the chief Reaſon I dare fay, and have 
heard many of them own it, that hinders them 
from bruiſing and beating Perſons, that affront 
them, is their Pride, ſhall we, ſay they, the 
Envoys of the King of Heaven be judg'd an 
puniſh'd by a Civil Magiſtrate ? No, this woulc 
be below the Dignity of our Office, The Laws 
of the Land are Defective, in as far as they 
don't allow us to be the proper Judges, when, 
and how an inſolent Fellow is to be chaſtiſed, 
and in pretending to take our Conduct in Things 
of that Nature under Cognizance, But I have 
known ſeveral of them get over theſe Conſide- 
rations. Iremember ſome Years ago, a Mini- 
ſter in a neighbouring Pariſh to that where I 
liv'd, went to a publick Ale-houſe in his own 
Parith on a Saturday Afternoon, where he meet 
with one of his Pariſhoners and continued 


drinking with him till about eight in the Morn- 


ing of the Synday, when ſome Words happen- 
ed 


(91) 
ed to drop from the Pariſhoner's Mouth tha 
did not pleaſe the Paſtor ; hereupon he threw 
off his Coat and deſired him to fight him; the 
Preacher gave the firſt Blow, and the two con- 
tinued bruiſing each other till the Servants of 
the Houſe got out of Bed and ſeparated them. 

In the North of Scotland, about three Years 
ago, a Preſbyterian Miniſter came to viſit a 
Gentleman, and entering into a Diſpute after 
Supper with a Gentleman in Company, the 
Landlord finding him impertinent to his Gaeſt, 
order'd him to be civil, on which the Parſon 
gave him a Blow on the Face, which the 
Gentleman repaid with Intereſt. I his ſame 
Clergyman ſometime before coming to a Pub- 
lick-houſe where a Gentleman was on Buſineſs, 
intruded into his Company, and being warm 
with Drink, took ſome Word the Gentleman 
faid as an Affront, and made a Stroke at him 
with his Whip, but the Company interpos'd 


and prevented an Engagement, 


An Inſtance of this Nature I witneſs'd at 
Cologne on the Rhine, in the Year 1747. A 
Preſbyterian Miniſter from Tranhylvania came 
into the Inn I put up at; when I was at Sup- 
per, there were at Table a Captain of a march- 
ing Regiment in the Queen of Hungary's Ser- 
vice, two Ladies, a Merchant from Faris, 
and one from Frankfort on the Maine, The 
Parſon ſent in the Landlady to aſk if we would 
admit him, which we agreed to; after Supper 
we began to drink pretty liberalfy, and ſome 
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how the Doctor enter'd in a Converſation in 
Latin with the Pariſhioner ; at laſt they turn'd 
on Religion, and the Diſpute became ſo warm 
that the Parſon flew in a Paſſion, and lifted a 
Bottle to throw at his Adverſary, which 1 forc'd 
out of his Hand before he could execute his 
Deſign; he was fo incens'd at me for prevent- 
ing him, that he lifted his Fiſt to give me a 
Blow ; whereupon I threw him down, and at 
the Deſire of the whole Company turn'd him 
out of the Room, and he went down Stairs 
without attempting to return to the Field; 


Ni fuga ſubſidio ſubeat : fugit ocyor Euro, 
Ut capulum ignotum, dextramq; aſpexit iner- 
mem. VIR. An. Libaxii. 


Not given to filthy Lucre is the next Ingre- 
dient Neceflary, according to the Apoſtle in 
the private Character of a Miniſter of Chriſti- 
anity, but it is rare to be found in that of the 
Men I am deſcribing. They have generally a 
moſt inſatiable Deſire after worldly Enjoyments, 
and ſeldom ſtudy the Baſeneſs of the Means, if 
they only obtain the End. Their Minds are 
continually on the Rack how they ſhall enlarge 
their Fortune, and every Scheme to this Pur- 
poſe that is preſented them they jump at, 
without confulting the Lawfulneſs of the Steps 
which muſt be taken in the Execution of it. 


They will gratify their Ambition at the Ex- 


pence of ruining Families and whole Societies. 
<7 
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A pugnant Inſtance the Scotch Preſbyterian 
Clergy give us, in that of their Scheme for a 
general Augmentation of Stipend : Their He- 
ritors muſt be reduc'd in their Rents, in order 
to augment theirs ; when poſſibly the Parſon 
has more free yearly Income than any one He- 
ritor he has, and a conſiderably leſs Family to 
maintain ; but all this does not ſignify, Gen- 
tlemen muſt retrench their living, in order to 
enable them to the Extravagancies of the High 
Life, They are the People that ought to make 


a Figure in the World, and are entitled to 


grandeur in Living, Dreſs, Equipage, &c. As 
for Gentlemen of antient and noble Families, 
let them put up with the mean, poor, and 
low Station of Life; they are not worthy of 
what has diſcended to them by their Anceſ- 
tors; No, we, fay the Preſbyterian Clergy, 
muſt have the beſt Share of it, as we will make 
a better Uſe of it, this they will fay is no fl. 
thy Lucre, but what is juſt and right; we 
merit it better than the Gentlemen that have 
now the Poſſeſſion of it: But really I'm per- 
ſuaded, it will be hard to find out their ſupe- 
rior Deſerts, unleſs it is that they would poſſi- 
bly be more extravagant, and ſpend their Mo- 
ney in a more licentious and ungenerous Man- 


ner than the moſt of Gentlemen do. 


But, ſay they, we merit of the Government 
and Publick, in as far as we were fo uſeful dur- 
ing the late Rebellion, that had it not been our 
Politicks, the Affair would not have been fo 

eaſily 
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eaſily concluded; and by weakening the Hands 
of Gentlemen Heritors, and ſtrengthning ours, 
we ſhall be able, in Caſe of any Diſturbance of 
that Kind, in Time to come, to be more ſer- 
viceable to the Government and Publick. 

Theſe are Reaſons they found their avaritious 
Project on, and they arc fo weak, that I can't 
think the Parliament will condeſcend them a 
Hearing; nor indeed will I believe it, till I ſee 
the Iſſue of the Attempt that is to be made, 
for having the Parliament's Authority and Ap- 
probation of their Scheme. 

I fay, the Grounds of their Scheme are fo 
weak, that I can't imagine the King and Par- 
liament, who are, it is to be ſuppoſed, Men 
of Senſe and Penetration, will give the ſmalleſt 
Countenance to it ; for, in the firſt Place, I 
can aver, and can appeal to all the Gentlemen 
in Scotland, both Georgite and Facobite, for 
the Truth of what I aſſert, that from the Time 
the young Chevalier landed in Scotland, to his 
retreat from England to Glaſgeu, the Preſ- 
byterian Clergy in Scotland never openly ex- 
preſs'd their Zeal, which they now ſo much 
boaſt of, for the preſent Government ; on the 
contrary, their Converſation was, that they did 
not mind who was King, provided their Laws 
and Liberties were not encroach'd on ; and 
that they were perſuaded in their Minds, that 
was it true that the young Chevalier would not 
introduce Popery, he ought to be K—g; and 
that they wiſh'd him very well. | 
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1 have heard this from the Mouths of hun- 
dreds of them; beſides, they courted Favour 
of that Party as long as their Affairs were in a 
favourable Situation ; and the Goverment ma 
depend on it, they never exerted themſelves in 
their Service, till they ſaw their Oppoſites de- 
priv'd of all Hopes of Succeſs; and all they 
then did, was preaching and exclaiming againſt 
Rebellion, which was now too late, or inform- 
ing againſt any diſaffected Perſon, at whom 
they had ſome private Pique ; for it is notorious, 
that all ſuch as would be at the Pains to court 
their Favour; or were in good Terms with 
them formerly, though warm Partizans for 
the Chevalier, were in no Danger of being in- 
form'd on. 29% F 
This, I fay, was all the Service they did 
the Gbvernment; and how fir it merits their 
rewarding them, at the Expence of the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen in the Country, at the 
Riſque of their Diſpleaſure and Reſentment, 
(which, it will be own'd, is capable of being 
more hurtful to the Government than the Prei- 
byterian Clergy's Friendſhip can be advanta- 

ous) I tefer to the Judgment of the think- 


ing and impartial Part of the Kingdom; and 


how far this Scheme is not a Proof of their being 
given to filthy Lucre, again on the Ruins of 
others, I leave your Lordſhip to judge. But 
allowing it ſhould be diſputed, I am at no loſs 
to find other Parts of their Conduct, which 
will abundantly anſwer my Purpoſe ; * 1 

ave 
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have ſhewn, in their publick Life, how that 
a ſmall Tribe will make them diſpenſe with 
their Duty ; which is certainly an Inſtance of 
their being given in the ſtrongeſt Senſe to baſe 
Lucre, 

But their private Life abounds with Proofs 
of it : I knew one of them keep back from a 
poor Woman ten Pounds Sterling, that her 
Son, who was in the Navy, had ſent her to his 
Care; and though the Poſt-maſter declar'd he 
had deliver'd the Miniſter the Letter, with the 
Money, yet he had the Impudence to deny 
having ever receiv'd it, At laſt he found the 
Proof would come out, and he endeavour'd to 
make it up with the Woman ; though ſhe has 
told me, ſhe never receiv'd any Money from 
the Paſtor, but that he had promis'd to get her 
' ſupported by the Seſſion. Sad Aggravation of 
his Crime, and additional Inſtance of his ava- 
ricious Soul ! 3 | 

I knew another demand half a Crown for 
the Loan of a Guinea fix Weeks, and the Man 
not coming to pay him on the very Day his 
Note expir'd, he went to his Houſe, and told 
him he ſhould pay him that Inſtant ; the Debt- 
or beg'd eight Days ſuſpence, but the Preacher 
told him that would coſt him a Shilling ; which 
the poor Man gave him. 

I knew one of them in Switzerland, who 
maintained his Family by Uſury ; it one came 
to borrow twenty or thirty Florins, he muſt 


not only pay the common Intereſt, but the 
Double, 
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Double, by Way of Preſent, I need not enu- 


merate Inſtances, the World knows them 


be a greedy Set of Men, who would promote 
their own Intereſt at the Expence of the reſt of 
Mankind, and ſtick at Nothing to enlarge their 
Fortunes. | © Bags 


—Sed que reverentia legum, — 
Luis metus, aut pudor eſt unguam properantis 
Avart RT 
Unde habeas querit nemo, ſed oportet babere. 
Js Juv. Sat. xiv, 


I come now, my Lord, to that Part of the 
private Character of a worthy Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, which the Apoſtle Paul calls loving 
Hoſpitality. A Biſhop, ſays he, muſt be a 
lover of Hoſpitality, This is a Title few of 
the Preſbyterian Clergy can pretend to, as far 
as I could obſerve in my Travels, What they 
call Hoſpitality does not deſerve the Name : It 
is ſhewing Civility in their Houſes, and being 
profuſe in their Liquor, to a few of their inti- 
mate Friends and Acquaintances; which pre- 
tended H./pitality proceeds very often from the 
immoderate Defire they have of drinking large- 
ly, which Company gives them, they think, 
an excuſe for. As to Strangers, and wayfaring 
Men, they are quite regardleſs ; ſuch may be 


reduc'd to the greateſt Straits for a Dinner, or 


Night's Lodging, without moving them to Pity, 
or to relieve their Situation ; eſpecially if the Per- 
ſons 


ſons in Diſtteſs Wu. of different Senti- 
ments in Religious ot Civil Matters; ſuch will 
ſcarce obtain a dtink of Water at their Doors, 
and by no Means be allowed to ſhelter them- 
ſelves undet their Roofs, from the Inclemency 
of a ſtormy Winter's Night. The Scotch Cler- 
gy have lately given an ample Proof of this : 
The generality of them diſcover'd not only 
Souls void of Hoſpitality, but of Humanity 
and Chriſtianity ; for after the young Cheva- 
lier's Army was routed, and Officers and Sol- 
diers diſpers'd in two's and three's, and conſe- 
quently incapable of doing their publick Cauſe 
any harm, they took all the Methods they could 
invent, to kill them by Hunger, Cold, or the 
Hands of a Jack-catch, They not only were 
ſo inhoſpitable as to ſhut their own Hands and 
Doors againſt them, but openly intimate from 
their Pulpits, that it was a Crime in any of 
their Pariſhoners to give a Cup of cold Water 
to any of theſe unfortunate Men, or allow 
them to repoſe their fatigu'd Bodies in one of 
their Stables. 1f thine Enemy Hunger, feed 
bim; if he Thirſt, give him Drink, was the 
Doctrine of the firſt and moſt benevolent and 
wiſe Preacher of Chriſtianity : But their Ad- 
vice was, if the Rebels hunger, give them no 
Meat, nor Drink if they thirſt ; kill and butcher 
them when ye have an Opportunity, and by 
doing ſo, ye will ſerve the Lord and the King; 
and they gave them an Example, on all Occa- 
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ſions they had of Geng. [als Cn 


ſition. 
A Son, according to them, was to be al- 
low'd to ſtarve, or drop down dead for Cold at 


the Door of his Parent; and a Man was to en- 


deavour all he could to bring his Friend or Re- 
lation to the Gibbet. Tho' this unhappy Peo- 
ple were conquer'd, and more to be lamented 
than purſued with Malice and Revenge, yet 
they had no Bowels of Compaſſion” for them; 
and what was more ſurprizing in their Con- 
duct, theſe People, who, during their Proſpe- 
rity, had treated them with the utmoſt Civility; 
and done them very ſingular Favours, ſeemed 
to be the main Butt of their brutal Rage. Ma- 
ny Gentlemen of Birth and Education they 
obliged to be in the open Air for ſeveral: Nights 
and Days, and without any Nourifhment ; 
and it was Owing to them thoſe Gentlemen had 
Reaſon to complain in Ovid's Wann 


Mille Domos adiere, locum requiemg; petentes: ? 


Mille Domos clauſeri Sere.-— 
| Ovio. Mer. Lib, 8. 


But maugre all eit Effects to hinder theſe 
unlucky People from their daily Bread, and the 
neceſſary Refreſhments of Nature, chere was in 
almoſt every Corner ſome hoſpitable Soul, that 
could not be corrupted by their Doctrine, and 
was ready to receive, with open Arms, theſe 
diſtreſs'd Men, and contribute his utmoſt to 

O 2 their 


” = 


Og —ͤ—ũ— — 
— —_— 


— — ILL TIES 
* — — Ea. — 


—- 


4 - * 
—— — * LD — — Ä * 32222 
„rr * — * 


— 
at. * 


| W 
* en a W 22x — 
— — . 
; - 


Ll 


( 100 ) 
their Relief and Confort ; addreſſing each of 
them in the Words of the Trachin Monarch on 
a like Occaſion, 


uod petes omne feres, Tuaque hac pro parte, 

vide o 
Qualiacunque vides utinam meliora videres 
| Ovip. Mgr. Lib. ii. 


I could bring plenty of Inſtances from abroad 
of their Inhoſpitality, but ſhall trouble your 
Lordſhip only with one, and that is, of a 


Preſbyterian Clergyman in Zealand, A Gen- 


tleman of my Acquaintance was coming from 
Middlebourg to Steenbergen, and happened to 
fall from his Horſe, and diflocate his Arm ; 
be put up at the firſt Houſe he came to, to put 
it to rights, which was a Preſbyterian Parſon's; 
the Father, tho' he ſaw him in Diſtreſs, would 
not admit him to his Houſe, till he aſk'd him 
what Countryman he was, and what Religion 
he proſeſs d; and as the Gentleman naturely 
thought no Country or Religion could prejudice 


any human Creature ſo far, as to make them 


deny one in his Situation the Liberty of fitting 
half an hour in their Houſe, he frankly t. Id 
him; on which the Monſter, I can call him 
by no more proper Name, with an angry 
Countenance defired him to be gone, and told 
him, Men of his Principles deferv'd no ſym- 


pathy from the Saints of God, and that he was 


lor ry it was not his Neck had ſhar'd the Fate of 
his 
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his Arm. The Gentleman was French, and a 
Roman Catholick, and was obliged to take a 
Boat at Tyrol and come to Bergen-op-20om, be- 
fore he could have his Arm reinſtated. | 


Jam venerat hore 

Terminus extrem, Phariumque ablatus in 
almum, | 

Perd derat jam jura ſui, Lucan Lib. vii, 


Defenceleſs in the Boat now thus he fat, 
Surrounded, and abandon'd to his Fate. 


It is, my Lord, you know, commonly ob- 
ſerv'd, and with a good deal of Reaſon, that 
wicked Men can't help of approving, and 
ſeemingly loving good Characters; but really 
the greater Part of the Preſbyterian Clergy may 
be adduc'd as Exceptions from this Rule ; for 
the moſt benevolent and hoſpitable Man living 
has no Chance of their Eſteem or Applauſe, 
unleſs he has made them liberal Shares of his 
Benevolence and Hoſpitality. If he has ſtuff d 
their Paunches with good Eating and Drink, 
they will poſſibly do juſtice to his Character ; 
but if not, he will paſs with them as a luxurous, 
profuſe, debauched Creature: So that they are 
neither Hoſpitable and Good, nor Lovers of 
Hoſpitality and Good-men. 

I come now to apply to them the next part 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel CharaRer, deſcribed 


by the learned Apoſtle, viz. Sober; but I have 


anti- 
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anticipated all NE neceſſary to be faid on 
this, in ſpeaking of not ſoon angry, &c. and 
therefore ſhall paſs to what follows immediately; 
namely, Fut. This is a Character which eve- 
ry human Creature is under the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
ligations to maintain, and more eſpecially the 
Preſbyterian Clergy, who pretend to be ſo 
much under the Direction of the Spirit of God; 
but really I know not a Society of Men, Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtick, more unequitable in their 
Proceedings than they are ; for in their Com- 
merce with the reſt of Mankind, they ate al- 
ways truckling, and catching at all Advanta- 
ges, as almoſt every Man who has had Buſineſs 
with them, will, I am convinc'd, readily own ; 
and it is a common Proverb, abroad and at 
home, that he that has bargain'd with, or been 
a Neighbour to a Preſbyterian Miniſter, may 
ſafely fit beſide, and trade with the Devil. 

As to their Conduct in the Character of 
Judges, I refer to their own Records for Proofs 
of their Injuſtice, There are there to be ſeen 
Deceſions in Caſes of the fame Nature and 
Circumſtances, directly oppoſite. At one Preſ- 
byterian Synod or Aſſembly, they will give an 
Affirmative Sentence to a Cauſe, and the very 
Parallel one in the next, will meet with a Ne- 
gative, Corruption and Intereſt carries every 
Thing with them, and conſequently Juſtice 
has little to ſay to them. Let their Records be ex- 
amin'd, and I ſhall allow my Judgment and 


Character of them to ſtand or fall by them. 
To 
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To wealth, the Judge obedient, gives the 


Cauſe, 
And as thou' payeſt him, turns and winds 
the Laws. 


Furis confu Itus N non paret hebers; 
Atque . quicquid Servins et Labeo. 
| Fetron, 0. 


I come now to thew your Lordſhiphow fac 
they can claim the Character of Holy, which St. 
Paul makes neceſſary for a Biſhop; atid really, 
before I have diſcuſs'd this Point, I am con- 
vinc'd you'll own, that of all the Parts of the 
Character I have touched on, this is one they 
have the leaſt Reaſon to pretend to; if Bawdy 
Converſation, Whoring, Self-polution, and 


the Practice St. Pau! mentions in his Epiſtle 


to the Romans, Chap. i, Verſe 27. be allow'd 


Inconſiſtent with it. 


I have, my Lord, read Murfius, Rachefter, 
Dorſet, and Don B o, and a great many 
other obſcene Writers, and have been in Com- 
pany at home and abroad with Men and Wo- 
men of profeſs'd deſolute Life and Character; 
but I declare, upon my Honour, I never fav 
the Preſbyterian Clergy outdone, or equall'd in 
Lewdneſs of Words and Practices. It is, in- 
deed, hard for any to detect them, unleis it is 
one who is their Brother Clergyman, or Can- 
didate for being it, and their Favourite ; 


though 
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though ſometimes, when they are warm- 


ed with Liquor, or touched with the 
Charms of a young Woman, or a married 
Woman, (for they make no Diſtinction) they 
can't help betraying their Soul, nor from ex- 
preſſing it in undecent Language; and on oc- 
caſion of a Man or Woman appearing in their 
Seſſions, charged with Adultery or Fornication, 
they ſeldom miſs diſcovering their Knowledge 
in all the different Amuſements of Venus. 
And their Minutes of the Examination oz fuch 
Perſons, are frequently worded in a Manner 
which would make one, that was not quite 
void of modeſty, bluſh to read: But was ſuch 
a Perſon to over-hear a few of them ſet at their 
Bottle, or two of them Tete a Tete, diſcourſ- 
ing on Things of that Nature, Sbame would 
then engage him to ſtop his Ears, as I declare 
I have done more than once, though at laſt 1 
became ſo accuſtomed to it, that I mantain'd 
it with a Front of Braſs, but not without an 
Abhorrence of Mind. 

I will give your Lordſhip a few Inſtances of 
the Pravity in their Conduct and Converſation, 
in Britain, and other Parts of the World. 

I know one of them in Scotland, in a pro- 
miſcuous Company, on the Servant Maid's 
coming in, who was drefled in a white 
Fuſtian Jacket, ſtarted from his Chair, graſp'd 
her round the Neck, and after handling her 
Bubbies, Legs, &c. in a very undecent Manner, 
turned to the Company, and addreſſed _ 
thus, 
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thus ; Gentlemen, don't you think the Dreſs 
this Girl is in irreſiſtibly attractive, with a great 
many obſcene Expreſſions, too groſs to be men- 
tioned, but by ſuch 4 Perſon, and in ſuch an 
Aſſembly. This Man correſponded in a cri- 
minal Way with a Man's Wife in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and tho' it was known' by almoſt 
every Farmer in the Country, yet he is reputed 
one of God's choſen Veſſels in the Church. 

I remember one of them on a Sunday, im- 
mediately after he came from the Pulpit, when 
he had been diſcourſing on the Neceſſity of mor- 
tifying the Luſts of the Body, aſked me, If I 
obſery'd him change Colour during the Sermon ? 
I told him I did. Well, ſays he, Þll tell you the 
Reaſon : A pretty Girl came into ſuch a Deſk, 
and as ſhe was oppoſite to me, I could not help 
throwing my Eyes on her, which raiied ſuch a 
Defire in me, &c, the reſt of his Words I can 
as little repeat, without Offence to-good Man- 
ners and Modeſty, as he could entertain ſuch 
laſcivious Thoughts without the greateſt im- 
piety, I ſhar'd his Bed that Night, and be- 
lieve he had little Satisfaction or Reſt, for the 
moſt Part of the Night, paſt in diſcourfing on 
all his different Methods of indulging his Paſſi- 
ons with a Woman ; and in indulging his libi- 
dinous Appetite in the abominable ſelfiſh Me- 
thod too common amongſt them. I was one 
Night in Bed with one of them, who began 
to boaſt of the Favours he had received from 
young Ladies and married Women, and of the 

P many 
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many M.-—nh—ds he had taken. In ſhort, ad- 
ded he, Nature is pretty much decayed; but 
I am ſure I've ſerv d my Generation, and ma- 
ny poor filly Cuckold doats on my Child belie- 
ving it to be his own :- However, I cannot yet 
want a Bit once or twice a Week, and the old 
| battered Whore you ſee act the Part of my 
Houſe-keeper do:s my Job, and n is 
riſqu'd with her. 

I was in Company with one of them in Eng- 
land, who, when he was a little in Liquor, 
was ſo free as to tell me, he had been three 
Times wounded in Venus's Wars, and fays, 
Dm me, if for the Future, I don't uſe Mens 
Wives ; for egad a ne or a Sh-—-r is not 
ealy got over, 

In coming down the Rhine from Mentz to 
Cologn, a Preſbyterian Miniſter from Tranfil- 
vania was in the ſame Boat with me, he was 
going to Dort; there were ſeveral other Paſ- 
ſengers, particularly a very pretty young Lady 
from Francf:rt on the Mayn, who was going 
to drink the Waters at Aix la Chapelle; I got fo 
well acquainted with her that I could uſe a good 
deal of Freedom with her without offending her. 
The Parſon ſeemed to be taken with the Jefrou's 
Charms, and the Paſſion grew upon him to 
that Degree that he could not refrain from 
himſelf in the Boat ; and though he endeavour- 
ed to conceal it, by drawing his great Coat over 
his Knees, yet it was obſerved by the Water- 
men, and moſt of the Paſſengers. 


Digna 


na 
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Digna quidem facies. Sed & bunc innata lib do 
Exſtimulat — —— Dy. Met. 6. 


That ſame Night he gave me a freſh Inſtance 
of his Luſt : About Sun going down we put 
in at a ſmall Village within a few Leagues. of 
Loblentæ, and we could have no Beds, only, in 
the German Way, alittle Straw laid on the Floor, 
and of this Kind of Beds there were upwards of 
twelve in the Room I ſlept in. A Serjeant in 
the Dutch Service, who was bringing. down 
Recruits from. Franconia, had a Couch in the 
oppoſite Side of the Chamber to that where 
mine was; he had a Whore, along with 
him, and a little after he and ſhe had ſtripp'd 
and went to Bed, the Sejeant began to give Ma- 
dam a Proof of his Skill in the Exercile of Ve- 
nus's Halbert ; but the young Lady I have already 
mentioned and I were on the Couch oppoſite, 
and the Doctor had one Half of his Body like- 
wiſe on it, he was fo touched with the Dexte- 


rity of the Serjeant's Motions that he could not re- 


frain from imitating them; and when he was ver 


neat an End of his Exerciſe, he fac'd about on 
me, and, in a, rapturous Manner, threw his 
Arms about me, and made a Movement that 


fully convinced me of his Intentions, and made 


me toſs him on the Floor; and had not the 


young Lady prevented me by her Entreaties I 


ſhould have, I believe, made him paſs the Rods 
for the Night's Exerciſe. | 


p F 2 An 


% 1 
- . > tm 92 8 * 
e Ln ks, OE an * 
- * 
1 . * 
eee. Sup 3 ” 8 TX a — 
* Y - no” 


( 168 ) 

An Affair much of this Nature happened to 
me in Scotland. I was going to a Synod, in the 
Month of October 1743, and the ſecond Day 1 
was on my Journey was fo ſtormy that I was 
obliged to put up to refreſh myſelf, Setvant and 
Horſe, Sc. eight Miles from the Place I had 
ſlept at the Night preceding, This W3æas a 


ſmall Burgh, and a Place I had no Acquaintance 


in; however 1 ſoon made one. When I Was 
drinking of a ſmall Bowl of Punch, the Land- 
lord came in, and aſked me, if 1 knew the Mi- 
niſter of the place ? I told bim, I did not: But, 
ſays he, he knows you and wants to fee you, 
he is in the next Room, if you pleaſe I'll ſend 
him in. Accordingly he did ; the Parſon came 
in and began to reprimand me for paſſing his 
Houſe, and to pretend ſome Relation betwixt 
his Mother and my Father; and, after I had 


made him a ſuitable Anſwer, I deſired be 


would drink a Glaſs of Wine, or the Share of 
another Bowl of Punch; he agreed to the lat- 
ter, and before it was half done, we were in- 
timately acquainted, and no Arguments would 

revail on him to allow me to proceed "that 
Night in my Journey ; I muſt fleep with him. 


After we had drank pretty largely, we went to 
his Houſe, and, after Supper, 'had Plenty of 
Punch. About one o'Clock in the Morning, 


we went to Bed, and the Parſon began to 


prove, that Whoriog, Sc. was no Sin before 
God, and, as to Self-Pollution, it paſſed for no- 
thing, In ſhort, 1 could cafily learn from his 


Con- 
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Converſation, he was no 'to the Va- 
riety of Vices that in the World; and, 
at laſt, he having, I fancy, imagined that he 
had gained me to his Opinion, he gave mes 
ſufficient Proof that I was not miſtaken ; for 
having turned my Back to him with an Inten- 
_ to ſleep, he enfolded me in his Arms, and 
with an Attempt un worth Er ng —_ 
theſe Words of Pope: 1 12 the 


Each loves itſelf, but nov-ieſelt ales = 
dene der Hel n eee, 


N out a Bel, and told bum Er e 
to be expoſed; and that, as it not in his on 
Houſe, 1 ſhould chaſtiſe his Conduct as it me- 
rited: He then began to acknowledge his 
Fault, and begged 1 would not diſcover han 
had paſſed to any of his Brethren. 

An Engliſh Gentleman of Character told x me, 
of one in The North in England, who made an 
Attempt on him when he was drunk; and 
that ſuch of them as are in the Plantations A- 
broad, are, frequently guilty of this inhuman 
Action, I have heard from Meti of undoubted 
Authority : And Ireland cannot be excuſed.! 


: 
vt 
” 


Nihil eft, quod non fræno captus amore 


Anfit : nec capiunt inciuſas petora flammus. 
| 1 Ov. 0 6; 
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The next Thing that falls under Conſider- 
ation, is their. Temperance. A Biſhop, ſays 
the great Apoſtle, muſt be temperate ; but I 
have almoſt ſaid all that is neceſſary on this 
Point, in ſpeaking of their being given to 
Wine, and their Lift, Cc. and ſhall only here 
add, that, with. regard. to eating, they are as 
extravagant. as any Men; for their Income, if 


ten Times greater than it is, Would not be ſuf- 


ficient to afford them all the Meats and Delica- 
cies would require to ſatisfy their greedy 
Gut, and content their nice Palates: And 
what Juvenal ſays of Gourmands in general, is 
moſt applicable to them, that they ranſack the 
World for Choice of Meats; and what is moſt 
"le and — en them mo | 


a Ae guftus elementa per omnia guærunt; 
Nunquam animo pretiis obſtantibus. Interius fi 
Attendas, magis illa juvant que pluris emun- 

0 OP TINS Toy. Sat, II. 


be common Product ef the Country has 
no err in their Mouths. 


— — . Poſito pavone, vel quin 
Hor potius quam Gallina tergere palatum, 
Hox, Lib. Il. Sat. 2. 


"They'll chuſe a Pheaſant ſtill before a Hen. 


O miſeras hominum Menteis ! O peftora caca ! 
2:1'T | Ic 
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It is their Extrava in and Dress, 
that makes their Stipends i ble of ſupport- 
ing them; and had the Scorch Preſbyterian, 
Clergy told the true Reaſon for their deſigned 
Application. to Parliament, to have their Be- 
nefices augmented, jt would have appeared, that 
it was to indulge their Ambition this Way, as 
a certain Nobleman (M very fully — 
ated in his Speech to them on this Scheme. To 
wear a home-made Cloth they think diſgrace- 
ful, and a Worſted Stocking would ruffle their 
tender Skins; a Pair of Shoes or Boots made 

a Country Tradeſman look odious; the 
felt Clothes in the Nation can only ſuit their 
Perſons ; and the moſt renown'd ee 
pleaſe their Taſte. \ 22 | 


Wh ttir'd 
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beyond thei Purſe or Rank they go, | 


For uſeleſs Ornament and flaunting Show /-. 


They take in Truſt, in coſtly. Robe they ſhine, 
And poor, eee Sas © 


Hic ultra vires habitils nitor, hic aliquid Plus, 5 
uam ſatis. eft interdum aliena ſumitur arca. 
Paupertate omnes vivimus ambitiofa. 


Joy. Sat. z. 


No Brawler is the next Thing the Apoſtle 
enjoins a Clergyman; but the Presbyterian 
Clergy overlook this with. the reſt of that wor- 
thy Apoſtle's Directions; for their Sermons 
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are not only moſt frequently ſtuffed with Scokl- 


Ing, but their Semante and whole Family are 
age z and 1 have heard them excel in 


Langu 
this all I ever heard at Billingigale, of among 
the Soldiers in Campaign, or the Women 
and. Whores 2 la fate: of the Army, when in 


the warmeſt Diſputes, I could produce Va- 


riety of Inſtances to back my Aſſertion, but 
the Thing is too notorious to require Proof, 

Nothing now remains to finiſh the Hiſtory 
of their private Life, but only to touch on their 
Covetouſneſs. A Biſhop, ſays St. Paul, muſt 
not be covetous; and, as I have anticipated 
this, in deſcribing their Practices, in the Ar- 
ticle of not given to worldly Lucre,” I ſhall only 


here add, that, when any Thing their Neigh- 
| bours are in Poſſeſſion of pleaſes their Fancy, 


no Art nor Pains will be wanting to enhance it. 
In Scotland, their coveting poor People's Farms, 
and wreſting them- out of their Hands by Force 


of Money, and Intereſt, is a Practice they are 


noted for. And I have ſcen ſome of them A- 
broad act the fame Part in Caſes of Vineyards, 
Houſes, &c, and generally they pretend the 
greateſt Friendſhip to the Perſons in Poſſeſſion, 
when they are tormenting the Proprietor Night 
and Day with Solicitations to put them in Poſ- 


ſeſſion. | 
T have now, my Lord, done with the Taſk 


with your Lordſhip impoſed on me, and I hope 


I have 
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I have finiſhed” it to your Lordſhip's Satisfac- 
tion, I can aſſure you, I have done the beſt to 
pleaſe you, and can aver, all I have advanced, 
in the publick and private Characters of the 
Preſbyterian Clergy, to be founded on Truth, and 


by the far greater Part on my own Experience, IF 


or what I have ſeen, and heard: from the Origi- 
nals; ſo that againſt | it no Man can reafon, as 
Selt-Experience admits of no Contradiction. 1 
ſhall now take my Leave of the Preſbyterian 
Clergy, with ſaying of their Lives * . 


ſays of Lite i in general. 2 


O vita fallax! abditas fir rin 1 11 
Animiſq; pulchram turpibus faciem induis. 
Pudor impudentem celat, audacem quies, 
Pietas nefandum, vera 2 aces probant, 
Simul ani que molles dura. =—— 
'SeNEc. Hyppol.. 


F 


O Life deceitful 1 * ever in n Diſguiſe Ra 

With a fair Face thou hid'ſt a wicked Heart. 

Pretended Modeſty is made the Maſk 

Of Impudence; the Daring and Ambitious 

Seem fatisfy'd, and covetous of Peace: 

Guilt ſkulks beneath the Cloak of Piety: 

The Falſe and Treacherous ring the Praiſe of 
Truth: 

And Cowards counterfeit the Bold and Brave. 


And I take my Conge of your Lordſhip at. 


this Yong with wiſhing, that the genuine Nar- 
— IB; rative 


| ( 114 } 
rative I have now finiſhed, may ſatisfy you ha 
little the Preſbyterian Clergy merit the Charac- 
ter of, and Reſpect due to Clergymen, or the 
| Countenance of Men of Honour and Virtue. 


If you, my Lord, or any who ſhall have the 


Opportunity of reading the preceding Sheets, 


can advance any thing in Favour of the Preſby- 
terian Clergy, ſuperior to what I have done in 
Prejudice of them, I ſhall be extremely glad 
to hear it, and be "ready to allow it all its juſt 


Influence on my Mind; but I have Reaſon to 
imagine I ſhall not ſee this done; however, I 


recommend this Performance to: your Load 


ſhip, and every Perſon who reads i i, in the 
Words of Horace. 54 os 


0 


— © qurd noviſti eus 
Candidus imperti, i non-his = mecum, 


| 1 have the Honour to be, with very great 
Attachment, "ng ns wen Rape, 7 


2 dure, kee. 


N. B. In Jſeribing the e publick Office of a 
Miniſter of Chriſtianity, your Lordſhip will no 
Doubt remark} that I have omitted two eſſen- 
tial Parts of it, viz. the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments : l beg Leave therefore to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that the Omiſſion did not pro- 
ceed from Ignorance; for, I am conſcious, that 


the Performance of this was particularly enjoin- 


ed 


(115) 
ed the Apoftles by Jeſus, and is incumbent on 
the Clergy : But as I knew you was ſatisfied that 
the Preſbyterian Teachers Method of adinini- 
ſtring their two Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, is, in a great many Inſtances, 
irrational and indecent, I thought it would be 
unneceſſary and ſuperfluous to trouble you with 
any Thing on that Head. Their making the 
Parent the fole Sponſor for his Child, and bring- 
ing him under a ſolemn Obligation to educate 
the Infant in, and oblige him or, her to the 
Faith of all the Articles contained in their Con- 
feſſion of Faith; which, as is moſt frequently 
the Caſe, the Sponſor cannot, nor eyer has read; 
and continuing this Obligation on him, till the 
Baptized communicate, which oftentimes is not 
till the Age of twenty-eight; and I have 
known many at the Age of forty, who never 
had been at a Communion-Table, Their un- 
becoming Poſture at the Lord's Table, the en- 
thuſiaſtical Diſcourſes with which they enter- 
tain their Communicants, and the dark and 
myſterious Deſcription they give of the Nature 
of that Ordinance, are Truths too well known 
in the World, eſpecially to your Lordſhip, to | 
need any Eclairciſſement; and therefore I'm 
hopeful my paſſing them in Silence will be ex 
cuſed. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


MONGST the many Advices with re- 

gard to Government, which King 7ames 
the Firſt and Sixth, whom his Enemies will 
allow to have been no Stranger to Books, Men, 
and the Britiſb Conſtitution, left in Legacy to 
his unfortunate Son and Succeſſor Charles the 
Firſt, this is faid to be one, that he ſhould be- 


ware of the Preſbyterian Clergy, as of the Ve- 


nom of a Serpent, which equally affected 
Church and State; and had that unhappy 
Prince timeouſly attended to this Advice, he 
would, in all Probability, have prevented his 
melancholy Fate, and ſecured the Throne of 
Britain to his Heirs ; But his Honeſty, Bene- 
volence, and Good-nature made him imagine 
he, had no Enemies; and though the Preſby- 
terian Clergy, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
gave ſufficient Grounds to ſuſpect their diſloyal 
and villainous Intentions, and to . engage that 
royal Martyr to follow the Advice of hisFather ; 
yet he never ſeem'd to ſuſpect their Deſigns, 
nor guard himſelf againſt them till it was too 
late, The fad Conſequences of this his Con- 


duct, and the Advice of his royal Father, 


merit. 


(117) 
merit, my Lord, I think, the Attention of the 
preſent Government at this Juncture, hen the 
Scotch Preſbyterian Clergy are puſhing: on a 
Scheme viſibly intended to render them formi- 
dable, and independent on the Civil Power. 
They allow that they want to be independent 
on the Noblemen and Gentlemen their Heri- 
tors; and, I humbly think, this implies as 
much as I have faid ; for what is the Legiſla - 
ture, but a ſelect Number of thoſe with the 
King, as their Preſes: And every one that is 
acquainted with the Engliſb Conſtitution, will 
readily grant, that to aim at an Independency 
on the Houſe of Peers and Commons, is at- 
tempting it on the Legiſlature; and however 
much they may in their preſent Project diſguiſe 
their Sentiments, it is certain this is what they 
have been puſhing for ever ſince they were eſta- 
bliſh'd in Scotland, and they have made no Se- 
cret of it on ſeveral Occaſions. Have they not 
frequently declared themſelves ſubje&t to no 
Power but that of Heaven ? And has not this 

Point made a Diviſion amongſt them of 
late Years? The Government, I preſume, have 
not forgot the Affair of Porteus, when their 
Inſtructions, though given in the moſt poſitive 
Manner, were openly contemn'd by Numbers 
of Preſbyterian Miniſters in Scot/and, and ſome 
of them that were afraid of riſking their Bene- 
fices, and at the fame Time poflets'd with the 
Opinion of their Independency, did, tho? they 

read the Orders of the Court, paſs by the prin- 
ä 6 _ Cipal 


* 
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(18) 
cipal Part, viz, the Authority that impoſed. it 
on them; yea, their Conduct at their Aſſem- 


bly plainly demonſtrates how much they think 
themſelves independent on the Civil Power ; 
For when the King's Commiſſioner adjourns 
their Meeting, tho' they are afraid to proteſt 
againſt his Proceeding in a formal Manner, 
t they do it fo far, as to convince any think- 
ing Perſon, that it is only Want of Power that 
hinders them from a formal Proteſtation ; they 
immediately, after the Adjournment, in the 
Name of the King, adjourn: in the Name of 
Chriſt, as their only King and Superior, which 
evidently ſhews, that they think the King has 
no Title to adjourn their Meeting; fo that one 
would think Policy would require, that this 
factious, fanatick Body ſhould rather be kept 
low, than rais'd to a more powerful Situation ; 
for when they will venture, in their preſent Si- 
tuation, to diſobey the Legiſlature, what muſt 
be expected when their Stipends are augmented 
to that Degree as to enable them, if good Oeco- 
nomiſts, in a few Vears, to buy as much Land 
as ſupport them, independent of their Stipends, 
the only Motive then to the Obedience of the 
Court will be removed. Why, will they not 
be ready to ſay, ſhall we ſabmit to any earthly 
Court? All they can do to us is taking away 
our Benefices, and we can live without them. 
We will ſhew ourſelves to be independent on 
all Kings, - excepting the King of Heaven (this 


3 Cant.) Ne 
ow 
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: Now ſeveral Circumſtances may "RI in 
the Nation, that may render it raſtly dangerous 
to have ſuch a They have, it is well 
known, been mare than once the Occaſion of 
Civil Wars in this Nation,- and making — 
more opulent than ever they were former 
would, in ſuch an Event, which i is not at — 
impoflible, render them more formidable Ene- 
mies: For it is a never-failing Maxim, Money: 
is the Sinews of War. But they ſay, we have 
more than once teſtified our Zeal r the Go- 
vernment; and it was owing to our low Cir- 
cumftances, that we were not more ſerviceable- 
to chem in the Years 1715 and 1745. And were 
our Stipends augmented, we would be in a 
Condition for the future to ſerve them mote ſig- 
nally in Caſe of an Inſurrection. This is an 
Argument that may take with the Vulgar, but 
Lam ſure will have no Weight with the Britiſo 
Parliament, who cannot mils obſerving i it to:be 


meer Cant, and, in the main, falſe ; for what 


Service did they at any of theſe Periods ?- Did 
they ſpur up the Commonalty, which was, I 
affitm, in their Power, to riſe up in Oppoſition 
_ thoſe that were arming againſt the Govern- 

In the Year 1745, bow eaſy was it for 
—— to have oppoſed a few Gentlemen, that 


were ſent North from Edinburgh by the youn pours, 
di 


Chevalier, to raiſe Men for his Serviee? But 

they ever attempt to diſconcert them, though 
they had no armed. Force with them, or the 
ann Guard? On the _ they = 


— _ — * Ax 1 2 8 — r. 4 — 
_— 2 — 
CO * i — * 
— p 8 = m > - - _ — 2 — b TW "- ut... — 
* * - 3 4 — wo * >. 
— ad — _ _ 2 — 
* - 
— ang. Ao ů— OB” A me ˙ K ˙ -w ĩð A ” 
— — — — — — ” oy wr 5 * 12 - 1 wo 1 — 


— 22 


( 120 ) 


the moſt obſequious Men they met with, and 


continued ſo till they ſaw all Hopes of Sticceſs 
on that Side vaniſh'd. As to the Service this 


Augmentation, they are puſhing for, will enable 


them to do, in Caſe of a like Affair, I cannot 
well ſee, the Government would put them in 
Poſſeſſion of the greateſt Part of the Lands in 


Scotland; they might poſſibly raiſe ſome Regi- 
ments for their Service, tho' I am afraid they 


would be more dangerous Proprietors than the 


Facobites ; but I humbly think, if they are 
willing, they are as capable of ſerving the Go- 


vernment on the preſent Footing ot their Sti- 
pends, as they will be if they had what they de- 


mand, which would not raiſea Company for each, 
ſupport the Dignity of a Captain, a Title they 


would like prodigiouſly, Beſides, they ſeem 
to be ſo mercenary/in this Service they promiſe 
the State, that I don't think it; is to be depended 


on; for when Intereſt, and not Principle, is 


the Foundation of Promiſes and Attachments, *% 
_ the Accompliſhment becomes dubious, as a 


great many Circumſtances may concur to alter 
the Obligations. A Man that wants to be re- 


warded for his Friendſhip, is ready to give it ta- 


the higheſt Bidder; and no wiſe Man will truſt 
to Friendſhip of that Nature. \ 


- But admitting the Government ſhould — 


lieve all they ſay, I ſtill affirm, that their grant- 


ing them the Augmentation they propoſe, would 


be of the moſt dangerous Conſequences, as it 


would not only be the Means of diſpleaſing the 
whole 


| (-121 ) 
whole landed Intereſt in Scotland, but likewiſe 
the Commonalty: For when the Heritors are 
burthen'd with an Augmentation of Stipend, 


they will lay the Weight of it ſome how on the 


Tenants, and they on their Sub-tenants, &c. 
ſo that the Vulgar and Poor will be Sufferers ; 
and the Lands in Scotland are juſt now at a ne 
plus ultra in Rent, as the Poverty of the Tax- 
men proves ; and be muſt be a great Stranger 
to their Diſpoſition, who does not know, that 
they look on the Authors of their Oppreſſion 
with unpardonable Reſentment, and will not 
fail embracing all Opportunities to expreſs and 
teſtify it, In Caſes of "Taxes, they will ſay, 
there is ſome laudable Reaſon given us, ſuch as 
deferiding our Trade, &c; But here the Govern- 
ment oppreſs us to ſupport the Ambition of a 
Sect of Men who have already a Sufficiency for 
anſwering all the. Purpoſes of a ſober Life, and 
the Buſineſs of a Clergyman, Let the Com- 
monalty in Scotland be conſulted, and I Il an- 


ſwer for it, they will argue in this Manner: 


Now how far the Friendſhip of the Scorch 
Clergy is a Balance for the Diſpleaſure of the 
whole Noblemen, Gentletnen, and Commo- 
nalty, I leave to the Judgment 'of the Goyern- 
ment. They are indeed 4 of late Vears 
pretty low, but not to that Degree, as that 
their Friendſhip is quite deſpicable, and of no 
Conſequence to the Government. They are 
{till brave, tho poor * and therefore I think 


( 122 
the Legiſlature ſhould obſerve the Counſol 
given by Juvenal with regard to ſuch Men. 


Curandum imprimis ne magna mjuria ar 
Fortibus & Miſeris: Tc ollas licot omne quod 
uſquam eff 


| dari + e 5 Scutum, gladiumgue relin- 


Et Facuia & Gakan : Spoliatis Arma fu- 
perſunt.. 
Juv. Sat. 8. 


But above all be careſul to wich- hold 

Your Talons from the Wretched and the Bold: 
Tempt not the Brave and Needy to deſpair; 
For tho your Violence ſhould, leave them 
| _ 

Of Gold and Silver, Swords and Parts re- 

main, 

And will revenge the Wrongs which they fal. 
| tain, 

The AO ſtill have Arms. 
Sxxrur' $ Tal. ob. 


Another Reaſon why the Parlamest ought 
to oppoſe this Scheme, is, that it is: — 
abſolute Falſhood., I have already, ſuewvyn, chat 
their Account of Hiſburſements to the Poor, 4 
not near what they ſtate it, and e State 
their other publick Charges is equally fol6. Tho 
only Expence they have. Occaſion to be at, 
at Preſbyteries, is their Dinner, which is yu 

4 


nſel 


( 123) ; 
by them by Turns; and atmoſt, will not make 
the Round above once in a Year. The Ex- 
pence of this in moſt Presbyteries, when it 
makes the Circuit oncea Year, will not exceed 


ſeven Shillings; and in Presbyteries when it is 


only in a Year and half, proportionally. They 
never mect above once in a Month, unleſs 
when at the Ordination of a Miniſter, in which 
Cafe they have Dinners free. It is true, they 


have Corn for their Horſes to pay every Prei- 


bytery; but then, at the Veat's End, this 
amounts only at moſt to two Shillings; and a 
great many of them ſave this by leaving their 
Horſes at ſome Farmer's Houſe near by. 

At Synods, which are only twice a Year, if 
they are not extravagant, their Expences can- 
not exceed fifteen Sbillings; for ſuch of them as 
are at a confiderable Diſtance from the P.ace of 
Sederunt, always lodge in thei: Journey at the 
Houſe of ſome Brother or Acquaintance ; be- 
ſides, it is ſeldom the Half of any Presbytery at 
a Diſtance, come to Synods at a Time, unleſs it 
is when Party-Work is in Hands; and then the 
principal Perſons concerned, entertain each 
their Party; ſo that this Expence is uncertain. 
They will ſay, I know, that tho' they ſhould 
not attend the Synod, yet there is their Clerks 
and Officers Fees, which they muſt pay : But 
] anſwer, that this is but a Trifle, not exceeding 
a Crown: Likewiſe they will alledge, that en- 
tertaining their Brethren in their W y to Sy- 
nods is an Expence: To this I reply, that there 

R 2 is 


* 22 


(124 ) 
is not one Member in Scotland who does not 
receive more Preſents from his Pariſhioners in 
a Year, than is ſufficient to defray the Charge 
of their Hoſpitality. [DD Mig . 

As to Aſſembly Charges, the Amount is not 
great; no Presbytery in Scotland ſends above four 
Delegates, and ſeldom above two go; and 
the Allowance they give them, which, I think 
at higheſt is five Pounds, will not amount to 
each Member above eight or nine Shillings; and 
as to the Delegates, allowing they ſhould be 


three Pounds, which is the higheſt, out of 


Pocket; this only happens once in five or ſix 
Vears. And | aver, that there are many Mi- 
niſters in the Kirk of Scotland, who have had 
parochial Charges ten or twelve Vears, that ne- 
ver were at an Aſſembly. As to ſuch of them 
as are near Edinburgb, the Expence cannot be 

reat, though they ſhould attend every Aſſem- 
bly. As to the Charge of Meal and Malt in 
their Families, the moſt of them have 
Glebes ſufficient for this Purpoſe ; and, unleſs 
they have a Turn for Husbandry and Ferm- 
Land from their Hcritors, as they now have a 
Cuſtom, they have no Occaſion to keep Ser- 
vants or Horſes to manure and Jabour their 
Glebes, as their Pariſhioners do it for them; 
which every one knows that 1s acquainted with 
the Affairs of Scotland: So that one Man-Ser- 
vant and a Maid, may ſuffice for all the Work 
they have to do; and their Fecs are not great; 
they have a Mau- Scrvant for four and twenty 

. , Shillings 


( 125) 

Shillings a Year, and a Maid for thirteen Shil- 
lings and four Pence. 
As to all the Education neceflary for their 
Children, it cannot amount to miuch, as School 
Fees in Scotland are very trifling; and when 
their Sons are fit for Colleges, there are Burſes 
in all the Academies to be obtained by a Speci- 
men of their Learning ; and if they are Dunces 
that Way, why not make Tradeſmen of them. 
And when they come from the College, there 


are Schools and Presbytery Burſes to ſupport 


them at the Divinity-Hall, and till they get 
Kirks, or the Place of Aſſiſtant to ſome old 
Brother. And there is Service to be had for 
their Daughters in Gentlemen's Families, or 
Employment in keeping Sewing Schools ; 
none of which is degrading them, but rather 
advancing them to a Rank above moſt of their 
Anccitors and Relations. 

In ſhort I aver, and refer to the Judgment of 
any Gentleman that is verſed in the Situation 
of Affairs in Scotland, that there is not a Gen- 
tleman in Scotland of their annual Income, but 
pays more to Kirk, abſtracting from what they 
pay the King, than the Presbyterian Clergy dit- 
burſe in all their publick Expences, which I 
have mentioned. And 1 don't think it would 
be reaſonable to oppreſs Gentlemen who have 
the Honour of a Family to ſupport, and are in 
a Manner under a Neceſſity of giving theit 
Children polite Education, in order to aggran- 
dize a Sect of Men, who have already enough for 

their 
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their Sphere of Life, If the Parliament ſhould 
paſs an Act in Favour of this Scheme, with 
what Reaſon might the Str regret the Union, 
which put it in the Power of the Engiiſb Na- 
tion to invalidata their Oppaſition io a Scheme 
@ viſibly detrimental to them ? But the Engliſb 
ate of too generous and noble Spicit to be guilty 
ef any ſuch Thing, and, Iam perfwaded, it 
will appear on this Qccafion, 

If it houtd be afk'd how I came to know 
the Expences of the Scotch Clergy ? I anſwer, 
becauſe I was onee among 'them, and made it 
my Study to be acquainted with their 1 of 


; Life ; and, as the Poet laps, 


| Navita ds ventes, & tawris narrat arator, 
| Emgyorat miles vulnera, paſtor oves. 
PROPERT, 


Scit bene tYenator, cervis ubi retia bo 
Scit bene, qua frendens valle moretur apor : 
Anoupibus noti frutices : qui ſuſt net bumos 
Novit quæ multo piſce natentur aque. 

Ov. Ar. Am. /:4. i, 


The Seaman beſt can reaſon of the Winds, 

Of Oxen none ſo well as lab'cing Hinds : 

Battles and Wounds the Soldiers beſt deſcribe, 

And what belongs to Sheep the Shepherd 
Tribe. 


The 


> £5 


" 


( 127 ) 
The Fowler and the Huntſman know full 


well | 
The Haunts of Birds and Beaſts, and Her 


they gwell : 
The artful Angler in the winding Brook, 
Knows what the Fiſh, and how to bait his 
Hook. | 
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